APPENDIX H
INTERMEDIATE EXIT AWARDS

Approved by Academic Council on 20 June 2007

Each year a significant number of students at the University fail to complete all their intended programme of study, and, even if offered the opportunity to repeat failed elements, often fail to avail themselves of retrieval opportunities.  Such students are categorised as non-completing and thus have an adverse impact on key performance measures.  Many of the students who do not complete a full year of study do, however, achieve credit which, although detailed in the student’s transcript could also be certified. Formally awarding institutional credit would enable the University to provide a record of completion and hence improve non-completion rates.
Many universities have introduced a wide range of intermediate awards to recognise credit achieved;  these are used both as ‘fall back awards’ and as awards for students engaging with parts of a programmes, either on a full-time or part-time basis often through exchange programmes. The credit guidelines produced by regional credit consortia, SEEC, NUCCAT and NICATS, in the late 90s also recommended the wider use of intermediate awards to supplement the National Qualifications Framework recommending that awards be available for the achievement of 60 credits at each of levels one to three.
As of June 2007 the University formally recognises credit gained by students who elect not to, or are not eligible to, proceed with further study by making available the following awards in addition to the existing Certificate of Higher Education and Diploma of Higher Education.
University Certificate of Credit – less than 60 credits at any level


University Certificate – 60 credits at level 1

University Diploma – 60 credits at level 2


University Advanced Diploma – 60 credits at level 3

The awards of University Diploma and University Advanced Diploma will normally be for direct entrants or exchange students only.

If students are awarded intermediate awards of Certificate of HE and Diploma of HE made as part of the national qualifications framework then any additional credit gained would be recognised through the University transcript.  For example, if a student has successfully completed all level one credits and progressed to level two, but subsequently fails to complete the 120 credits at level two required for progression to level three they would be awarded both a Certificate of Higher Education (120 credits at level one) with the transcript detailing the credits successfully completed at level two.
All Intermediate Exit Awards will be generic and not linked to any endorsements relating to the title of the original programme of study.

Responsibility for making intermediate exit awards will rest with Progression and Award Boards and the following is proposed:

1) At June Progression and Award Boards students who have withdrawn from their programme of study will be awarded credit and any applicable Intermediate Exit Award for any courses successfully completed.

2) At September Progression and Award Boards students will be eligible for an Intermediate Exit Award if:

i) They have failed to present for resit examinations/assessments but have achieved credit for courses already successfully completed

ii) They have, following reassessment, insufficient credit to progress to the next level of study

3) Intermediate Exit Awards will also be available to:

i) Students who have successfully passed courses and are eligible to proceed to the next level but who elect not to re-enrol on their University programme


ii) Fail repeat students who elect not to re-enrol on their University programme
4) It is proposed that eligibility under 3 is identified by the Student Records Team at the end of the registration period by, no later than, February in each academic year for endorsement by the relevant Progression and Award Board.
5) At level three students who have passed or have been given advanced standing for the two preceding levels and have achieved 60 credits at level three may be eligible for the award of a pass degree.  Where the mix of courses passed means that the student does not satisfy the conditions for a particular award then a University Advanced Diploma may be awarded.

6) Students who have received an Intermediate Exit Award under 3(ii) above will be eligible to re-enrol at the University and transfer credits to an award provided that a minimum period of one academic year has elapsed since their last registration.

7) Students who have received an intermediate exit award under 2(ii) above, including at level three, due to failure in re-examined elements, will not be eligible to re-enrol and transfer credits to the same programme for which they were originally registered.
8) Certification will be undertaken by Schools with signatures required from the Head of School and the Director of the Office of Student Affairs.
If the above proposals are accepted guidance will be provided to School Quality Officers and Progression and Award Board Chairs.  It is also recommended that letters sent to students are explicit about entitlement to re-enrolment.
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