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APPENDIX F

UNIVERSITY FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROVISION OF COLLABORATIVE, OFF-CAMPUS AND OVERSEAS PROGRAMMES LEADING TO DUAL OR JOINT AWARDS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS

1.
The University of Greenwich seeks actively to encourage its students to participate in an international framework of collaboration with partner institutions elsewhere in the UK and overseas.  Such links enhance the learning experience of students, enrich the cultural life of staff and students, stimulate teaching and research, and provide a perspective on academic performance to the benefit of both institutions.

2.
The University is fully committed to the principles of the Bologna declaration, in working towards greater compatibility and comparability of systems of higher education. This includes the issuing of Diploma Supplements and the recognition of the European Credit and Transfer System (ECTS). 

3.
The University supports, where there is mutual benefit to students and to the awarding bodies concerned, collaborative ventures with appropriate institutions and agencies, whether in the UK or overseas, on programmes leading to a validated University of Greenwich award and to an award validated by the collaborating body.

4.
In principle and in respect of dual (double degree) and joint awards, the University of Greenwich:

(a)
may collaborate only with other institutions that have degree awarding powers 

(b)
may collaborate to offer jointly agreed, approved and delivered curricula

(c)
may recognise taught courses offered by another institution which complement the University’s subject portfolio and which may contribute to a University award

(d)
may enter into appropriate dialogue, twinning and exchange arrangements to facilitate student entry to specific degree courses at the University.

(e)
may collaborate with another institution to provide joint supervision of dissertations, theses and research programmes.

5.
The University defines Dual and Joint awards in accordance with the Quality Assurance Agency’s Code of Practice for Collaborative Provision as:

(a)
Dual Awards:   involve the granting of separate awards by one or more partner organisations. The two awards are based on the same assessed student work and can only be granted when the objectives of the programme have been achieved at the same point in time.  Responsibility for each award, and its academic standard, remains with the body awarding it. 

(b)
Joint awards:   a single award is granted for successful completion of one programme of study offered collaboratively by two or more institutions.

6.
The following models of collaboration as dual or joint awards are recognised by the University

(a)
Mutual recognition of study at two separate institutions

The student must spend a previously negotiated period of time at degree-awarding institution in another country, and accumulates academic credit at that institution.  Each partner agrees to recognise the credit awarded by the other, leading to an award from the University of Greenwich and also from the other partner.  

This model is based on the principles of the Bologna declaration and the mutual recognition of credits under the European Credit and Transfer System (ECTS).

(b)
External validation of a partner’s award

An approved external partner in another country already offers its own degree awarding programme.  The University of Greenwich scrutinises and quality assures that programme and approves it as equivalent to a UofG award.  On completion of the programme, the student gains a degree from both institutions 
(c )
Local recognition of University of Greenwich award

The University of Greenwich approves an external partner to offer one of its awards.  That award is a franchise of an internal University award (with some adaptation for the partner’s local environment), and the quality of the learning experience and the outcome standard are assured by the University of Greenwich.  

Provided the local partner has its own local degree-awarding powers, the partner may decide to recognise the University programme as equivalent to a local degree.  On completion of the programme, the student gains a degree from both institutions ie a dual award

(d)
Students (eg in China) study for three years on a local programme followed by a final top-up year provided (in China) in collaboration with the UofG, and on completion of the four years of study gain an award from both institutions 
7.
All Dual and Joint Award proposals should be authorised via the appropriate University committee relevant to such matters, i.e. the Academic Planning Sub Committee: should be approved in accordance with the University’s standard procedures, and following approval be governed by a formal agreement, bearing the signature of the Vice Chancellor of the University or his/her nominee
 8.
Students enrolled at either participating institution (as a Primary Awarding Institution) on a dual award shall normally be required (at undergraduate level) to study for at least 120 credits (60 ECTS) (or equivalent).  This represents a whole year full-time academic programme.  Similarly, students enrolled on postgraduate dual awards shall normally be required to study the agreed credits (or recognised equivalents) for that award as stipulated by the University Academic Regulations.  

9.
Awards given under a dual award scheme shall normally be of equivalent standing.  Where there is variance in the level of award provided this shall be made explicit in the award title. 

10.
The University supports the principles of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS), developed by the Commission of the European Communities in order to provide common procedures to guarantee academic recognition of studies abroad. The University accepts the basis of the ECTS system in recognition of mutual trust and confidence between institutions and the rules of ECTS, concerning the provision of Information (on courses available), Agreement (between the home and host institutions) and the Use of Credit (to indicate student workload) are fully supported.

11.
Additional administrative fees for participation in a dual award programme may be charged to students.  Students shall be directly liable for payment of their own fees to each participating institution where their enrolment is outside and EU-funded exchange programme.

12.
During periods of study in the collaborating institution, continued student support shall be provided by the University as well as by the host institution.  Students shall remain the responsibility also of their home School during this period.

13.
The following documentation shall be required for consideration at Academic Planning Sub Committee (or its future equivalent) as the basis for authorisation to proceed to formal approval:

· NPP1

· Outline proposal 

· Detailed course or programme proposal

· Details of the collaborating institution, including the extent to which courses are wholly or partly delivered in the collaborating institution

14.
The relevant Progression and Awards Board of Greenwich and the equivalent body in the collaborating institution shall make assessments of the student’s performance and progression at appropriate points in the delivery of the programme of study.  It is recommended that the responsible institution will be that in which the student is studying at the time.

15.
Student fees will be set and administered by each administering institution.

16.
A named personal tutor from each institution will be responsible for the student and for monitoring of the overall supervision arrangement.

17.
There shall be explicit arrangements for regular contact between the supervisors and student during the period of the programme.

Pro-forma for Outline Proposals

1
Nature of collaboration

[Provide a brief description  - e.g. joint programme, validation, student support
2.
Intended duration of collaboration

3.
Course summary

[Define the scope and level of course, title of award, admissions criteria, target student numbers]
4.
Rationale for the course and the collaboration

5.
School Support 

[statement from Head of School supporting the justification and business case]
6.
Financial Memorandum

[Details of the financial arrangements including tuition fees, administration costs and charges, responsibility for collection and payment of fees, accommodation and travel costs]

7.
Student Support 

[Arrangements for supporting and advising students during their programme of study]

8.
Collaborating institution

[Evidence of the status and academic programme of the collaborating institution including location, size and portfolio]

9.
Form of Draft Agreement

10.
Other relevant documentation or reports

Revised: December 2007


