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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

                                          Answer TWO questions.
Your answers should engage in critical discussion of the question, and should show evidence of relevant reading.

You should not substantially duplicate the same material in both your answers.

NB. The term ‘media’ in this context can be taken to mean film, fiction, poetry and art.

QUESTIONS

1.
“Reason has always been regarded as a superior faculty to imagination in modern western culture” Critically evaluate this claim.

2.
How has the notion of myth been understood within the Christian tradition? Answer with reference to both Strauss and Bultmann.

3.
How did the Enlightenment affect Christian theology? Answer with reference to 19th century theological liberalism. 

4.
With particular reference to historical developments or movements studied on the course, critically discuss ways in which Western Christian religion/culture has prioritized either imagination or reason, image or word.

5.
“Sacred images are those that open a world to the transcendent.” (Charles Davis).  Critically discuss this statement in relation to examples and issues studied on the course.

6.
How can Christ be seen as an Archetype within Western culture? Discuss with specific reference to and examples from art, literature or film.

7.
Discuss the range of interpretations of salvation and/or of Christ within Western Christian thinking and identify elements of these which have had particular impact on Western culture. Answer with reference to specific examples from media studied on the course.

8.
EITHER
a)
With reference to specific examples from relevant media, discuss ways in which religious belief may express itself through ideas, through narrative, through symbols and images.  Do these different media achieve or express different things?

OR

b)
How far could representations of Christ in contemporary theology, film, fiction or art be seen as “re-mythologisation”?  Discuss with reference to specific examples.

9.
How far is any interpretation of Christ likely to be “culture-bound”?  Critically discuss with specific reference to thinkers and media studied on the course.

10.
Identify one or more major theme, theory, image or symbol which has been significant in Western interpretation of Christ and discuss ways in which it may have been influenced by, and had influence on its contexts.
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