
[image: image1]
	APPROVED


	EXAMINATION PAPER:
	ACADEMIC SESSION 2007/2008


	CAMPUS
	Maritime Greenwich



	SCHOOL
	Humanities and Social Sciences


	DEPARTMENT
	English & Performance Studies

	LEVEL
	Two


	COURSE CODE
	COML 0002


	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY & THE NOVEL


	DURATION
(including reading time)


	2 hours

	DATE AND TIME

	May 2008 

	


INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS
                      Answer Section A and ONE question from Section B

Section A

Using EITHER the poem OR extract below, close read making use of one of more theories from the course. At the end of your answer, write a paragraph explaining which theory or theories you have found most useful in this exercise, and why. 

Poem
Inviting a Friend to Supper
TONIGHT, grave sir, both my poor house and I


Do equally desire your company:

Not that we think us worthy such a guest,


But that your worth will dignify our feast, 

With those that come; whose grace may make that seem


Something, which, else could hope for no esteem.

It is the fair acceptance, sir, creates


The entertainment perfect, not the cates.

Yet you shall have, to rectify your palate,


An olive, capers, or some better salad

Ushering the mutton; with a short-legged hen


If we can get her, full of eggs, and then

Lemons, and wine for sauce; to these, a coney


Is not to be despaired of, for our money; 

And though fowl now be scarce, yet there are clerks,


The sky not falling, think we may have larks.

I’ll tell you of more, and lie, so you will come:


Of partridge, pheasant, woodcock, of which some

May yet be there; and godwit,I if we can;

Gnat,I rail I and ruff I too. How soe’er, my man

Shall read a piece of Virgil, Tacitus,


Livy, or some better book to us,

Of which we’ll speak our minds amidst our meat;


And I’ll profess no verses to repeat:

To this, if aught appear which I not know of,


That will the pastry, not my paper, show of.

Digestive cheese, and fruit, there sure will be;


But that, which most doth take my Muse and me,

Is a pure cup of rich Canary wine,


Which is the Mermaid’s now, but shall be mine;

Of which Horace, or Anacreon tasted, 


Their lives , as do their lines, till now had lasted.

Tobacco, nectar, or the Thespian spring,


Are all but Luther’s beer, to this I sing.                                             
                                                                                                                 (continued…)

Of this we will sup free, but moderately, 


And we will have no Pooly’, or Parrot 2 by’

Nor shall our cups make any guilty men:


But at our parting, we will be as when

We innocently met. No simple word,


That shall be uttered at our mirthful board

Shall make us sad next morning: or affright


The liberty, that we’ll enjoy tonight.

Extract

A joke. A nigger joke. That was the way it got started. Not

the town, of course, but that part of town where the Negroes

lived, the part they called the Bottom in spite of the fact that it 

was up in the hills. Just a nigger joke. The kind white folks tell

when the mill closes down and they’re looking for a little

comfort somewhere. The kind coloured folks tell on them-

selves when the rain doesn’t come, or comes weeks, and

they’re looking for a little comfort somehow.


A good white farmer promised freedom and a piece of 

bottom land to his slave if he would perform some very 
difficult chores. When the slave completed the work, he

asked the farmer to keep his end of the bargain. Freedom was
easy – the farmer had no objection to that. But he didn’t want 

to give up any land. So he told the slave that he was very sorry 

that he had to give him valley land. He had hoped to give him

a piece of the Bottom. The slave blinked and said he thought

valley land was bottom land. The master said, ‘Oh, no! See 

those hills? That’s bottom land, rich and fertile.’


‘But it’s high up in the hills,’ said the slave.


‘High up from us,’ said the master, ‘but when God looks

down, it’s the bottom. That’s why we call it so. It’s the bottom

of heaven – the best land there is.’


So the slave pressed his master to try to get him some. He

preferred it to the valley. And it was done. The nigger got the 

hilly land, where planting was backbreaking, where the soil

slid down and washed away the seeds, and where the wind

lingered all through the winter.


Which accounted for the fact that white people lived on the

rich valley floor in that little river town in Ohio, and the 

blacks populated the hills above it, taking small consolation

in the fact that every day they could literally look down on the 

white folks.

Still, it was lovely up in the Bottom. After the town grew

and the farm land turned into a village and the village into a

town and the streets of Medallion were hot and dusty with

progress, those heavy trees that sheltered the shacks up in the 

Bottom were wonderful to see. And the hunter who went

there sometimes wondered in private if maybe the white

farmer was right after all. Maybe it was the bottom of heaven.


The black people would have disagreed, but they had no

time to think about it. They were mightily preoccupied with 

earthly things – and each other, wondering even as early  as 

1920 what Shadrack was all about, what that little girl Sula

who grew into a women in their towns was all about, and what

they themselves were all about, tucked up there in the 

Bottom. 

Section B Answer ONE question

1. 
In Dracula the form of the novel is a vital ingredient of the story. Explore the text's use of reading and writing. Discuss using one or more theories from the course. 
2. 
In Tess of the D'Urbevilles, there is no male hero. Alec victimises Tess through force and Angel through embodying Victorian class and gender stereotypes. Discuss using one or more theories from the course. 

3. 
Black, poor and a woman: which of these is the most significant to the female characters of The Color Purple? Discuss using one or more theories from the course. 

4. 
How does the ending of The Handmaid's Tale affect the text before it? Discuss using one or more theories from the course. 
5. 
What contribution does space and place make to Wise Children? Discuss using one or more theories from the course. 
6. 
How does Barthes 'death of the author' affect a reading of any one of the above novels? To what extent is it possible to do away with a single point of view?
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