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APPROVED
	EXAMINATION PAPER:
	ACADEMIC SESSION 2007/2008


	CAMPUS
	Maritime Greenwich



	SCHOOL
	Humanities and Social Sciences


	DEPARTMENT
	History, Philosophy and Politics

	LEVEL
	Three


	COURSE CODE
	HIST1019


	COURSE TITLE
	THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK? RACE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONAL IDENTITY IN TWENTIETH CENTURY BRITAIN


	DURATION
(including reading time)


	Two hours

	DATE AND TIME

	May 2008

	


INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS
Answer TWO questions.

1. In what ways have historians called into question the notion of British national identity?

2. ‘Gender, more than empire, shaped ideas of Britishness in the period before 1918’. Discuss.
3. How important was anti-Semitism to Mosley’s BUF?
4. ‘War’s liberating potential threatens the very unity that the nation is imagined to represent’ (S.O. Rose). Discuss with reference to British experiences of war in the twentieth century. 
5. ‘The Empire… is the structure on which we are dependent for our very existence’ (E. Powell, 1947). How accurate is this assessment of the relationship between empire and British national identity in the period c. 1870-1945? 
6. ‘If you talk and behave as though black men were some kind of virus that must be kept out of the body politic then it is the shabbiest hypocrisy to preach racial harmony at the same time’ (B. Levin). How far can this critique be applied to the immigration and race relations legislation of the 1960s and 1970s? 
7. To what extent has culture replaced skin colour as a means of distinguishing ‘them’ from ‘us’? 
8. ‘No longer a nation in retreat’ (Margaret Thatcher, 1982). Assess the importance of the Falklands War for understandings of British national identity.
9. In what ways have riots helped historians to understand the black presence in Britain?
10. What does the controversy surrounding The Satanic Verses tell us about Britishness in the late twentieth century?
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