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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Answer any TWO questions.

Your answers should engage in critical discussion of the question and demonstrate relevant reading.

You are advised not to substantially duplicate the same material in both your answers.

1. With specific reference to a text or film which you have chosen to study, discuss critically the way in which this text or film raises, addresses and/or illustrates the themes of the course.

2. Critically discuss the claim that we only ever encounter the world as represented to us. Why is representation such an important issue for religion?

3. Discuss critically with reference to relevant examples and/or sources:

EITHER

i) Discuss the issues which an artist might have to consider before creating a visual representation of “spirit”.

OR
ii)
How far is notion of/belief in “spirit” or “soul” still meaningful & relevant in post-Christian and scientific world?  

OR
iii)
Does the very notion of “spirit” inevitably lead to dualism?  

4. Critically discuss some of the ways in which the notion of human beings as the “image of God” has been interpreted. What might this notion have to offer in a contemporary context?

5. EITHER
i) Why is “the body” so much of an issue in contemporary scholarship?  Discuss some of the ways in which the body has been/is seen as significant.

OR
ii)  
Discuss some of the ways in which bodies have been represented in Western thinking and culture and consider the different values and meanings which these representations might give to the body.

6. Critically discuss how understandings of “spirit” might be seen as relevant in a consideration of ecological issues.

7. Discuss ONE of the following statements critically, with reference to relevant theoretical and other sources/examples:
EITHER
ii) “Animals have suffered a great deal from the description of human beings as the ‘image of God’.”

OR
iii) “It is anthropomorphic – and hence inappropriate – to ascribe self-consciousness and emotions to animals”.  

8. Critically discuss the view that humanity is constituted out of the conflict between animal nature and the rational will. Answer with reference to a range of relevant thinkers and examples.
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