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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Answer TWO questions.

Your answers should engage in critical discussion of the question, and should show evidence of relevant reading.

You must not substantially duplicate material already presented in coursework.
1. What is Philosophy of Religion? Does "being religious" help or hinder the student of philosophy of religion?
2. Give a critical account of the post-enlightenment origins of atheism. Answer with reference to relevant thinkers.

3. What is a miracle? Give a critical account of the various possible definitions.
4. “God told me to kill you” “God told me to help the poor”. Is it ever possible to arbitrate between these two claims? How does this help us reflect upon the problem of religious experience? Answer with reference to relevant thinkers and examples.

5. How does William James seek to classify the varieties of religious experience? Does this kind of classification serve any purpose?

6. Is it possible to prove the existence of a supreme being? What might theoretically stand as conclusive evidence? Answer with reference to at least two of the classical proofs for the existence of God.

7. "An all-powerful god can create a stone too heavy for him to lift". What are the implications of this statement for the traditional notion of omnipotence.
8. What is post modernism and how has it impacted upon the philosophy of religion? Answer with reference to a range of relevant thinkers.

9. With specific reference to at least one example, discuss the viability of theodicy.

10. Give a critical account of deontological and teleological ethics. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of these approaches?

11. Give a critical account of virtue ethics making special reference to both Aristotle and MacIntyre.

12. How does Nietzsche form an ethical approach based upon the notion of ‘Master/Salve’?

13. Give a detailed account of the contribution made to the philosophy of religion by any one thinker that you have studied in depth. Your answer must show an engagement with primary texts.   
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