LAW, BANKING AND HUMAN RIGHTS    


10:00am, QA210
1. BILL DAVIES


The origin of the contractual nature of the banker customer relationship – why does the money belong to the bank?
The 19th century House of Lords decision in Foley v Hill established beyond doubt that the legal relationship between the customer and the bank is that of creditor and debtor.  The impact of this decision is that the relationship is based on contract rather than trust.  Money deposited in a bank becomes the property of the bank, who may dispose of it as it wishes. This decision has enormous ramifications for both consumer banking and also wider aspects of bank regulation and governance.  This paper explores the reason why the courts adopted this course and whether any realistic alternative was available.  
2. SARAH EGHEOMWAN
To what extent has the United Nations Security Council authorised the use of force in the context of the prohibition of the use of force in the UN Charter: A look into the humanitarian intervention in Kosovo. 

The reason the writer chose to write about the law of humanitarian intervention outside the UN Charter and its validity in the Kosovo intervention is due to the fact that it is the most topical and unresolved legal issue among scholars of international law, arguing for it to be legalised and against it in international law. Scholars have argued that the justification for the use of humanitarian intervention, whether unilateral or collective, clearly contradict the original aim of the UN Charter and should never be deemed lawful. While some writers have argued that an illegitimate intervention could be turn into an acceptable one if certain conditions are met, regardless of the fact that the 1945 UN Charter clearly prohibits the use of force in such manner. 

Although the 1999 Kosovo intervention was not authorised explicitly by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), this writer seek to ask whether the previous precedent set by the UNSC in 1991 and 1992, is enough justification for the legal use of the humanitarian intervention in Kosovo, as the argument presented by the UNSC for such use can be applied to the situation in Kosovo. The writer also hopes that this dissertation will not simply become another article on the issues of interventions but also help move closer to resolving the issues established by the law on humanitarian intervention and provides a solution in regards to its validity in customary international law. 

3. NNADOZIE BEDE EJIOGU
Should retention of Title Clauses be resgistered?     
Usually under a sale of goods contract, property in the goods supplied passes to the buyer immediately he comes into possession. The seller however, can also retain title to the goods supplied even though the goods are in the buyer’s possession. This is achievable by the insertion of retention of title clause into the contract, which helps the seller to reclaim the goods from the buyer due to bankruptcy or insolvency as the case maybe, before the full purchase price has been paid. The clause tends to show the intention of the parties to the contract if properly drafted will be a prima facie evidence as to when property in goods are to pass.  The courts often give effect to the intentions of the parties by looking at the contract to ascertain when property in the goods is to pass. Further, the incorporation of the retention of title clause in the contract of sale agreement gives the seller priority over and above other secured creditors of the company, although unlike other security interests, simple clauses do not require registration.

This paper questions the legal bases for the validity of non registration of reservation of title clauses in the United Kingdom. It advocates a general overhaul and reform of the law governing the application of the reservation of title clause in the contract of sale agreement in the UK in line with Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code in the United States and the Personal Property Law in New Zealand.  

4. LOUISE HEWITT

A critical examination of counter terrorism stop and search powers under the Terrorism Act 2000 and the recommendations to replace the measures, in the context of the UK’s approach to implementing United Nations counter terrorism conventions
This work will critically examine section 44 of the Terrorism Act 2000, which is a counter terrorism stop and search power. This paper will seek to establish that the prevailing attitude of the UK to implementing United Nations counter terrorism conventions has impacted upon section 44 Terrorism Act 2000.  The TA enabled the UK to meet its obligations under the International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 1997 and the International Convention for the Suppression of Financing Terrorism 1999. The UK issued a certificate of compatibility with the European Convention of Human Rights (ECHR)
[1] however s.44 powers have been held to be illegal and incompatible with Article 8 ECHR,
[2] which implied that the UK has gone beyond what was required by international law. Both UN conventions require domestic legislation to be made in accordance with humanitarian law
[3] and although the UK has declared that this has been done, the illegality of s.44 proves that the UK has not met this requirement.
When s.44 became redundant in July 2010 because of the decision of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in Gillan,
[4] it became clear that the UK needed to re-think the way it implements stop and search measures to tackle terrorism, not least to stop the states security measures being decided by the ECtHR.
[5] This work will highlight how the Executive contributed to the downfall of s.44 powers because it failed to provide adequate checks and balances on the use of the measure. This enabled it to become part of everyday law enforcement activity instead of a provision that was used sparingly when normal law enforcement measures were inadequate. Section 44 is a broad power which allowed the police wide interpretation of the measure, but the guidance that was issued to assist its implementation was not stringent, therefore appeared to be little more than a substitute for the restraint that should have been considered when drafting the measure.
[6] 
This work will also consider the replacement powers to s.44, which are “precise and specific” measures, 
[7] to determine if the ambiguity has been removed from this legislative provision and how this will affect the future of tackling terrorism.
5. STEPHEN HURLEY

‘Jobs for the Girls?’- Crossing the Rubicon of positive discrimination in recruitment and promotion under the Equality Act 2010 

In general, an employer has not been able to favour a job applicant purely on the basis of the fact that they possess one of a number of characteristics eg that they are a woman, or from an ethnic minority or are disabled. Such actions (often referred to as being ‘positive discrimination’) have usually been unlawful. With the passing of the Equality Act 2010, we may have started to cross a Rubicon in the area of positive discrimination in the UK. Under section 159 of the new Act (not yet in force), an employer will be able to treat a woman, for example, more favourably than a man in a recruitment exercise if the two candidates are otherwise equally well qualified and certain other conditions are met. This paper will explore the context from which this new power arises and what implications it may have for both employers and the development of the law in this area.  
6. JOY OBAYAGBONNA
The effectiveness of banking regulation: A comparative analysis between the United Kingdom and Nigeria regulatory systems.

The aim of this dissertation is to analyse the banking regulations and supervisions in the UK and Nigeria before and after the financial crisis. The financial market have been closely regulated for a long time so as to reduce the risk amongst bank creditors (Depositors), systematic risk reduction, credit allocation etc. In this light, the essay will critically analyse the effectiveness of the regulation and supervision of banks in this two countries, in line with the provisions of Basel II committee on international standard (BIS). This dissertation will also compare the banking regulations and supervisions in the UK and Nigeria. My reason for comparing these two banking systems is because the UK has a more developed regulatory structure as opposed to the Nigeria regulatory system, and UK have strictly  followed the guiding principles of the international standard as opposed to the Nigeria regulatory system. The essay will critically analyse the effectiveness of the various regulatory reforms that were introduced in the wake of the global financial crises. In addition, the different committees which were organised to give the regulators guiding principles to regulate and supervise the banks, as well as the challenges facing these financial regulators and recommendations to improve the current situation in UK and Nigeria institutions will be discussed.
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1. EMYRS JONES

Friendship Among Thieves: The Turbulent Career of Captain Macheath

Throughout the early eighteenth century, depictions of the criminal underworld were frequently used to satirise the political world, most famously in John Gay’s The Beggar’s Opera (1728). However, the analogy was not always as straightforwardly critical as many of its proponents might have liked it to be. The potential for admirable virtues of friendship and honour to infiltrate the criminal world risked lending a strange kind of charm to despised politicians such as Sir Robert Walpole. Attempts by writers to dismiss the possibility of criminal friendship involved a complex process of literary backtracking, a process which made ever clearer the instability of friendship itself as a tool in political discourse.
This paper provides an introduction to the art of the criminal analogy as it was applied to Walpole during his parliamentary ascendancy (1721-1742). By focusing particularly on different incarnations of The Beggar’s Opera’s Captain Macheath, the paper will expose how rewritings by Gay and others tried (and often failed) to harness the analogy’s implications. Gay’s own sequel to The Beggar’s Opera, Polly (1729), is notorious for being banned from performance, however the reading offered in this paper will show the Macheath of that play to be a neutered figure, less politically threatening even as he is more politically unambiguous. Ultimately, political discourse of the 1720s and 1730s is shown to be full of internal tensions, instinctively drawn towards private virtues as moral reference points, but never quite certain what should happen to these private virtues once they are pulled out into the bitter contests of the public sphere.
2. GISELA LAFICO
“Trust you to BITS”: the role of trustworthiness in Social Networks in the Web 2.0/3.0                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
The second-generation Web has extended, amplified and changed the ways in which individuals produce content and communicate thanks to the high accessibility of web-based technologies, easy-to-use publishing tools and its unregulated nature. This has been materialized by the emergence of Social Media, especially Social Networking Sites, which have led to an exponential growth of personal data and relations online. In this environment, issues of legitimisation, trustworthiness and credibility arise. 

Although the Web 2.0 does not respond to traditional structures of power and has evolved in a rhizomatic way -multidirectional, a-centred and non

hierarchical- more than in a vertical fashion, it seems to have favoured new ways of dealing with the needs of “distinction” (in the Foucaldian sense) and “reliability” in a context where the sensory experience is limited. In a time of transition to a Web 3.0 or Semantic Web, the issue of trust appear to be even more relevant and may be at the core of changes that the Web and Social Networking Sites are currently addressing. This paper will explore the changing nature of this concept and how it has become central to online Social Networks. It will also enquire whether the advancement of the Web 2.0 towards a Semantic Web promotes (or not) the generation of tools and platforms designed to enhance trustworthiness, credibility and veracity.  And lastly, it will look to respond to what extent the appearance of “minor-literatures” (Deleuze & Guattari) and “micro-narratives” as proposed by Lyotard, (1984) are linked to these issues. 

3. HANNAH LAMMIN

A paradoxical architecture: Babel, and the founding of community through the confounding of tongues.

Hegel, in his Aesthetics, locates the origin of art in the symbolic architecture of the Tower of Babel. He says that the tower “was built in common, and the aim and content of the work was at the same time the community of those who constructed it.” This structure, which functions as a symbol of “national unity”, forms the foundation of aesthetics, understood as a dialectical telos which moves toward the total conceptual and social unification of Absolute Reason. However, Babel is a paradoxical symbol for teleological unity considering that, according to myth, its construction was never completed, and the project resulted in the confounding of tongues whereby a people who had previously had one language could no longer understand one another, and were scattered across the earth. 

This paper shows that the choice of Babel as an exemplary symbol of national unity is emblematic of the difficulty that Hegel's unifying philosophical system presents for understanding community. It will be argued that this problem is structural, deriving from the essentially architectonic logic of dialectics, and connected to language at a fundamental level. Drawing on the thought of Bataille, Blanchot and Nancy, the spatiality of Hegel's system is turned inside-out, with an “anarchitectural” topology proposed, instead, as the ground of community. This reorientation suggests that the dialectical telos, like the Babylonian tower, is constitutively incomplete and reveals an intrinsic opacity to language. As such, Babel is shown to be an appropriate symbol for community – not for its unifying function, but because of its impossibility as a project, and the disjunction in communication that it represents.

POST-CODES
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1. NATHALIE BIKORO

Hegel’s dream of Africa; breaking the dogma of unanimism and spiritual antithesis through contemporary African art
“There are two ways of losing oneself: through fragmentation in the particular or dilution through the ‘universal’ ”. Aime Cesaire, Lettre a Maurice Thorez.

Hegel’s philosophy may remain the most exalted statement of European self-affirmation to elaborate on reason. Hegel’s approach is the conviction that change and transformation, far by being caused by random events, are internally impelled process of betterment. He defines change as dialectical resulted by an internal split. Just as the Kantian space orders representations, the function of the myth is to organise events into a story. 

The moment between being and not being is a tragic tension between stability and the constant flow of things, between the desire to be and the extreme evanescence of life. 

Can there be a notion for identity by creative formation of the free will which diverts itself from metaphysics? We look at how the creation of a post-modernity can break away from historical muthos and ethnophilosophy through the relation and participation of people in performance art.

2. TAHSEEN CHOUDHURY
Revisiting realism – A Postcolonial and Postmodern annotation
Realism being a framework of depiction of universal factuality becomes the most available discourse for the colonial school of criticism to evaluate the works of postcolonial authors. Typifying the dexterity of representation, the issue of identity politics, and the proliferation of cultural ‘Otherness’ through the exploitation of realism in postcolonial texts rather generates an inverse reaction from the postcolonial critical intelligentsia. From ‘conservative’ to ‘conformist’—a wide range of controversial epithets has allegedly been applied to realism by the postcolonial critics who eloquently question the pitfalls of realism as being an allied paradigm of colonialism. But surprisingly enough at the advent of postmodern perspective of analysis realism is salvaged from the relentless allegation of being an imperialist discourse. It radicalizes the theory with a new dimension of mimetic resistance and exploring critical context of reality. My paper titled as Revisiting realism: A postcolonial and postmodern annotation will attempt to address these diverse annotations of realism.
3. SARAT DAS

The Code Drifts: Western Enlightenment, Eastern Postmodernism and the rise of the Organic Intellectual in Modern Indian Media - The Impact of Context-forming Horizons of Truth Claims.

A continuous postulation of truth claims in popular Indian media always creates its conditions and social actors (communication agents) on how these claims can be sustained and appropriated within a “context-forming horizon” of social action. The research inquires how the media draws its life-force (continuity) from these claims, and looks at the possibilities of social debates surrounding these claims relying on their stickiness and movement rather than merely glossing over the materiality and validation of these truth claims. The inquiry-stimulus intends to locate itself in the context of a changing Hindu worldview, which is non-theological but post-modernist (possibly, Kirby’s digimodernist), aligning itself to open-source technology, apolitical ideologues, a diachronic analysis succeeding hermeneutics and habit-formed praxis to cope with realities.

CONSTRASTS AND RECASTING IN SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION









11:45am, QA220
1. MARIA ARCHE
The L2 acquisition of Aspect: a study of the acquisition of the Spanish imperfect-preterit contrast by native speakers of English


Grammatical Aspect conveys information about whether eventualities are finished or on-going (Comrie 1976). This distinction is grammaticalised in languages such as Spanish in the contrast preterit/imperfect, which is assumed not to be the case in English.

This paper puts under scrutiny the widespread idea that the acquisition of imperfect is driven by the Aspect Hypothesis (AH) (Andersen 1984, Andersen & Shirai 1994) which states that the acquisition of aspect morphology is guided by lexical aspect properties of the verb (states, activities, accomplishments and achievements). Specifically, the AH predicts that imperfect forms should be first associated with states. However, the AH is oblivious to the different semantic interpretations (progressivity (3), habituality (4) and continuity (5)) associated with imperfect morphology in languages such as Spanish. Given the association between states and continuity, if learners are guided mainly by the lexical properties of the predicate (i.e. AH) we expect an early association of imperfect with the continuous meaning. If, however, the problem lies in the mapping of semantics onto morphology, those cases where ambiguous forms are used in the L1 should be problematic, as learners need to establish new meaning to form relationships. To test these two hypotheses sixty L1 English learners of Spanish (20 beginners, 20 intermediate and 20 advanced) and 15 native speakers completed a sentence-context matching task testing their knowledge of the meanings associated with the Spanish preterit and imperfect. The results show that learners’ overall acceptance rates of the imperfect increased with proficiency across all contexts and that the intermediate and advanced groups had higher scores for the habitual context than for the continuous and progressive contexts.  No statistical differences in acceptance of the imperfect and rejection of the preterit were found according to type of predicates (stative or eventive), suggesting that the AH is not at the root of learners’ choices. In contrast, the type of semantic interpretation does seem to affect their preferences since both the rates of correct acceptance of the imperfect and correct rejection of the preterit were significantly lower in continuous contexts for the intermediate and advanced groups than for the other two meanings. This behaviour is consistent with the hypothesis that problems with the remapping of semantic material onto new morphological forms would result in a late association of the imperfect with only the continuous meaning.

(1) a. John was ill when Marta visited him 
        Unbounded→ event 1 can continue

        event 1                              event 2


after event 2 is finished

b. John estaba enfermo cuando Marta lo visitó
    John be-past-impf-3ps ill when Marta visited him

(2) a. John was ill the whole winter of 2000 

Bounded→ event cannot continue








  in time indefinitely

b. John estuvo enfermo todo el invierno del 2000
   John be-past-pret-3ps 

	
	English Morphology
	Spanish Morphology

	  Preterite (bounded)
	Simple past
	Preterit

	Imperfect (unbounded) 


Continuous
	Simple past
	Imperfect

	Habitual
	Progressive/habitual (was+ing; used to +V)
	Imperfect

	Progressive
	Progressive/habitual (was+ing; used to +V)
	Imperfect


Table 1. Aspectual distinctions in English and Spanish

(3) Marta iba al colegio cuando me la encontré 


PROGRESSIVE

Marta go-past-impf-3ps to school when I ran into her

‘Marta was going to school when I ran into her’

(4) Marta iba al colegio en coche 



HABITUAL

Marta go-past-impf-3ps to school by car

‘Marta used to go to school by car’

(5) Marta estaba enferma




CONTINUOUS

Marta be-past-impf-3ps ill

‘Marta was ill’

1. DENIZ YESILYURT
The effect of recasting on learner uptake and acquisition.
This study investigated the effectiveness of recasting, a frequent type of oral feedback given to second language learners in the classroom, in the acquisition of both lexical and functional items.  Despite the large number of studies which have examined the effects of recasts mixed reviews exists. This paper contributes to this debate by examining whether two different characteristics of recasting (single move recasts and incorporate recasts) have the same effect regardless of the category targeted. The experiment designed for this study was a written grammaticality judgment task and an oral production task. Adding further input to the debate that lexical items are acquired before functional items, to see the benefits of recasts the target items chosen were collocations and the past tense. The study was conducted with 18 pre-intermediate learners, English as a second language learners from various L1 backgrounds who are enrolled on an ESOL course. One class was assigned the treatment group and the other class as the control group. Both groups were administered a pre-test and post-test. The analysis was carried out using paired t-test.  Although low results the analysis does show the results to be statistically significant. Both treatment and control group performed similarly however  the control group performed slightly better in tense than the treatment group. Showing that explicit correction is more beneficial when correcting the past tense and the learners L1 also plays a key role.

The findings from the observation showed that uptake was likely to occur after single move recasts and not incorporate recasts. The findings also showed that on many occasions learners were not given the chance to respond to the recast. 
HAUNTING TEXTS





2:00pm, QA210
2. ADELE LEE

'These violent delights have violent ends': The Use of Shakespeare in Stephenie Meyer's The Twilight Saga:

This paper will examine the significance and possible meanings of the myriad intertextual allusions to Shakespeare in Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight Saga, both the books and the films. An international bestseller, box-office smash hit, and cultural phenomenon, Twilight is a series of four vampire-themed romance novels originally aimed at teenagers and young adults. The love story, which has (intentionally) invited comparisons with Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, centres on Bella Swan, an ordinary teenage girl, and Edward Cullen, a 104-year old vampire of extraordinary physical beauty. The story also charts the fate of Jacob Black, a shape-shifter who belongs to the Quileute clan – the Cullens’ sworn enemies – and who is also in love with Bella. 

The series’ very popularity (dependent on a number of factors, not least, its idealistic and refreshingly wholesome depiction of teen love) meant that it would, and has, undergone intense scrutiny, first by fans and members of the media then by academics. With the recent publication of books such as The Twilight Mystique (2010) and Twilight and History (2010), Twilight is clearly beginning to garner considerable attention as ‘literature’ with critics exploring its religious themes, narrative structure, and treatment of gender, family and Native Americans, in particular. Twilight’s intertextuality is also an issue subject to growing discussion: saturated with references to canonical texts such Pride and Prejudice and Wuthering Heights, Meyer’s saga also draws upon the work of Shakespeare.  Romeo and Juliet, for instance, is cited in and forms a rather unsubtle subtext in New Moon (the second book in the tetralogy). Likewise, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Merchant of Venice inform parts of Breaking Dawn (the fourth and final book). This paper examines these references and assesses whether Meyers is simply elevating her status through this string of allusions or the Shakespearean allusions point to some deeper, more meaningful, engagement with the Bard’s work. 

3. KATHY MCKEAN
“I’ve already seen a ghost tonight”: Apparent Apparitions in the plays of Phyllis Nagy

The centrality of the imagery of ghosts and haunting to the plays of contemporary playwright Phyllis Nagy connects the work simultaneously to Gothic and postmodern concerns. Terry Castle remarks that the prevalence of the metaphor of the haunted psyche is such that it barely continues to register as one. Phyllis Nagy creates individual characters who are surrounded by internal and external ghosts in worlds that are themselves haunted. In the plays that I shall consider in this paper – Awake (Royal Court, 1991), Weldon Rising (Royal Court, 1992), Butterfly Kiss (1994) and The Talented Mr Ripley (1999) – Nagy demonstrates how the self and others are rendered uncanny as a result of social uncertainty and anxiety. The resulting apparitional identities raise questions about temporality as the boundaries between reality and fantasy blur. 
I shall consider the apparitions of Nagy in the sense of apparently conventional haunting of the ‘living’ by the ‘dead’; the haunting of self and society by history and memory; liminality of individuality and time; and repetitions that render the worlds uncanny through different forms of doubling. I shall show how Nagy uses ghosts and haunting to illustrate the uncanny in modern identity and the ways in which we relate to ideas of reality and time. Nagy achieves this through the use of literal ghosts (in the sense that those ‘dead’ in the play’s present reappear), ghosts of memory (where the past is replayed by characters in the present), and cultural ghosts of identity (in the sense of split or ‘Other’ selves). These definitions illustrate the blurring that takes place between the lines of the literal and metaphorical haunting in the plays. 
4. JOHN MORTON
The Presence of Tennyson in Contemporary Poetry - Mick Imlah and Adam Foulds

This paper will explore the ways in which two contemporary poets, Mick Imlah and Adam Foulds, have responded to Victorian poetry in their work (be it verse or prose fiction). 

When the poet and TLS Poetry Editor Mick Imlah died in 2009, the tributes to him largely focused on the 'Scottishness' of his later work. However, since 2009 the focus of critical attention on his work has increasingly been on its form, and its engagement with the literary canon. 

This paper will argue that many of Imlah's most important stylistic flourishes - the use of dramatic monologue, the shaping of verse on the page, and (more widely) the interest in the self and afterlife - can be traced back to his longstanding love of Victorian poetry. The paper will consider, primarily, his elegy 'In Memoriam Alfred Lord Tennyson', but will also consider his treatment of the minor Scottish Poet James Thomson and other Victorian figures such as Jowett, as well as his formal engagement with the dramatic monologue and other Victorian forms. The paper will argue that the focus of so many of Imlah's poems on ideas of decay, death and impermanence can be traced directly back to his Victorian 'inheritance'. 

The paper will then turn to the poet Adam Foulds and his recent Booker-shortlisted novel The Quickening Maze, an account of John Clare’s time in an institution where Tennyson was visiting. Despite being set over a short period and being concerned with two poets, the portrait of Tennyson is striking and haunting (as well as haunted). After detailing Foulds’s treatment of Tennyson, the paper will ask why Foulds might have decided to write such a novel – what is at stake in representing Tennyson in the early 21st century?

The paper will then briefly chart the history of writing poems about Tennyson – from the elegies published shortly after his death in 1892, to the slights of Larkin, through Paul Muldoon and then on to Angela Leighton. It will ask whether the reason for these contesting portrayals of Tennyson might have something to do about Victorian afterlives per se; whether there is anything unique about Tennyson, to be so often focused on; and whether this might illustrate anything wider about Victorian poetry in the 21st century.

METHAPHOR AND MIMESIS
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1. MATTIA PAGANELLI
Metaphor, Representation, and Medicine: A misunderstanding of Time? What implications the notion of non-linear time has on representation and meaning in language?
This paper moves from the parallel analyses that Derrida and Deleuze made of the notion of Pharmakon and Simulacrum in Plato, intersecting them with the notion of emergence at work in complex systems and in chaotic irreversibility (Prigogine).

The paper will attempt to go past the notion of simulacrum as a floating signifier, proposing instead that representation is the product of a misunderstanding of time. Indeed, what appears as a lack (Derrida) or as a signifier without root (Deleuze), can be read as a positive generative event by explaining the equation <meaning = representation> as the product of a retroactive synthesis. That is, setting the equation in motion, as stemming from a temporality, a plane where past and future receive their meaning as flowing from the present. 

2. MARK WALKER
Adorno: Mimesis and Rationality

'In attempting to shed light on the constellation of concepts and practices that surround mimesis and rationality we will turn to consider, amongst other things, the insights into the nature of these two concepts that unfold within the pages of Adorno and Horkheimer's 'Dialectic of Enlightenment'. Adorno and Horkheimer set out with the worthy aim of discovering why mankind, instead of entering in to a truly human condition, is sinking into a new kind of barbarism.'

PATINA







3:30pm, QA280
THE HUMANITIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH – A case study.

This session will present papers by three research students, whose work will make an important contribution to the PATINA (Personal Architectonics Through INteraction with Artefacts), interdisciplinary project, funded by the EPSRC AND AHRC.  

As part of the RCUK Digital Economy programme, the project is investigating ‘designing effective research spaces’. In particular it aims to:

· develop a theory of research spaces as holistic ‘architectonic’ systems, or structures of experience, rather than distinct physical, virtual or mental worlds 

· revolutionise the design of technologies for supporting research: building wearable prototypes that can both enhance research objects by projecting related information back into their research space and provide researchers with the means to capture, record and replay their activities.  
This recording of research practice will also enable researchers to ‘walk in the footsteps’ of other researchers, allowing them to explore how the provenance of their developing ideas links with those of others, through shared objects that exist both online and in the real world.

The project brings together researchers from six universities, including the University of Greenwich (co-investigator Rosamund Davies) and a range of disciplines, including architecture, computer sciences, arts and humanities. It includes three PhD studentships, in Philosophy (Danny Weston, UofG), Archeology (Tom Frankland, Southampton) and HCI (human computer interaction) (Emma Thom, Swansea).

Each of these research students will present an aspect of their work.

For further information on the project go to www.patina.ac.uk
1.
THOM FRANKLAND

Applying human-computer interaction methodologies to the study of archaeological research practices

Archaeological research, whether conducted in an office, laboratory or in the field, is facilitated through the use of a variety of high and low-tech tools. Research in the fields of HCI (human-computer interaction) and CSCW (computer-supported cooperative work) often aims to understand the interactions users make with tools such as these, so that, among other things, the user experience can be beneficially improved. Observing and understanding these interactions requires a variety of research methods, among which ethnography and ethnographic methods feature highly.

This paper describes my early experiences as a PhD researcher on the multidisciplinary RCUK PATINA project. It also outlines the research methodologies I currently plan to use for my PhD research, which are influenced by the ethnographic methodologies applied in HCI and CSCW (Locatelli et al. 2010), ethnographies of archaeological fieldwork practice (Edgeworth 2003), and user-based studies of technologies for supporting archaeological fieldwork (Clarke & O'Riordan 2009).

2.
EMMA THOM
Designing principles for Lightweight Interactions with Objects within Research Spaces      
Research is often conducted within various research spaces such as libraries, record offices and in the field, for example at an archaeological site. We aim to create wearable devices for researchers that digitally augment their interactions with physical objects within such research spaces. This offers benefits such as digital information and media being instantly available to the researcher in the space where the researcher is working.  We aim to focus on lightweight interaction and feedback so that the researcher's attention is not drawn away from the object they are interacting with.

Here we present an initial prototype based on augmenting interactions with physical documents. This initial prototype uses a tablet device, in place of a physical document, to capture the researcher's interactions with the document. Subtle hand gestures are used to highlight pieces of the document that are interesting to the researcher. We then plan to explore the use of a wearable digital bracelet to provide in situ feedback relating to the item of interest through the use of modalities such as haptic and light based feedback. Finally, to analyse the system we will conduct both a lab based study and in situ deployment based around the system. 

The findings of these studies will form the initial steps into P.h.D. research aimed at understanding lightweight interaction and feedback principles with objects. This work is completed as part of the Patina Project (http://www.patina.ac.uk/).
3.
DANNY WESTON
‘The Uncanny Valley of the Virtual’ 

Science fiction narratives in the anglosphere have long promoted a fear of the intelligent machine, particularly in the form of a ‘takeover’ bid by said machines. Despite great advances in artificial intelligence – particularly with procedural reasoning and tasks - the machines are still fundamentally dumb. This does not mean that there are no significant risks or dangers associated with modern automated computing technologies, rather, as I seek to argue in this paper, the perceived source of the danger is misplaced, and says as much (if not more) about our own cognitive predilections and received concepts as it may or may not about the machines science fiction so often urges us to fear.

The modern dangers of machines and networking technologies are not necessarily to be found directly in autonomous capabilities alone, but rather in the application of inappropriate concepts being deployed to understand them. I describe a number of examples in this paper of such concepts being applied to modern technologies, illustrating why they are inappropriate and indicating possible directions to pursue in their place. 
�[1]  European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 1950


�[2]  Article 8 provides for the right to respect for ones private life


�[3]  Article 19 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 1997 and Article 21 International Convention for the Suppression of Financing of Terrorism 1999 


�[4]  Gillan supra note 1


�[5]  The European Court of Human Rights in Gillan found the s.44 powers illegal and in breach of human rights


�[6]  Stone R, Civil Liberties and Human Rights, 7th Ed (OUP: 2008) p 232 


�[7]  Supra note 4
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