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The Courses
· This booklet contains brief descriptions of the courses available in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at level four (Year 1) for 2011-2012 and some suggested introductory reading.

· Full-time students normally take 120 credits (usually four 30-credit courses), and part-time students 60 credits (two courses) each academic year. 

· Some courses are offered as choices to students on any degree programme, but others are available only to students taking particular programmes. In some, priority is given to students on particular programmes. 
· You must pass 120 credits at level four to proceed to level five, but your level four programme does not irrevocably commit you to particular courses in future years.

Your choices
· You will be automatically registered for the core courses for your programme. 
· As you complete the online registration process, you will select the remaining option courses you wish to study. The appropriate list of courses you can choose from will appear online.

· The course outlines in this booklet will help you to decide which options you wish to take.

· The opportunity to take options outside your main programme of study is university policy, and is particularly valued in the interdisciplinary School of Humanities and Social Sciences.

· You are recommended to look at options which broaden your area of study. You can, for example, take a European Language (even if you have not studied it before).
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A Tale of Two Cities: Wealth and Poverty in the Metropolis from 1750
Course code: HIST1022


Credits: 30
Dev Moodley, Gavin Rand

‘A Tale of Two Cities’ examines London’s history over the past 250 years and explores the lives of those who have resided in the city during this period. The course charts how the growth of the city has influenced, and been influenced by, changing ideas of home and work, gender and respectability, culture and society. Drawing on a wide range of sources including government reports, maps, census data, histories, literature and visual representations, students will explore the making and remaking of the city as well the multiple experiences of those who live and have lived in the city. Largely interdisciplinary in its approach, the course will historicise the contemporary city and will therefore be of interest to students (home and international) from all the Humanities and Social Sciences disciplines. The course is taught by a mixture of lectures, seminars and collaborative workshops, as well as through field visits and independent work. 

Academic Writing

Course code: ENGL1087

Credits: 30

The aim of the course is to provide students with the ways and means to comprehend, question, evaluate and produce a range of discourses relevant to academic contexts. To be successful academic writers, students need to be able to interact with other texts. To this end the course does not treat writing in isolation but views reading and writing as integral. In order to write effectively from other texts students need to go beyond the facts and ideas that the author presents in the text and ‘learn how to work with sets of information, how to synthesise knowledge from multiple sources, how to use and cite resources appropriately, and how to explain a complex issue in a manageable format.’ (Grabe and Kaplan, 1996:367)
Concepts of Animation

Course code: COMP1472


Credits: 30

This course is offered by another School and is only available to BA/BSc Media Arts Production. 

This course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive overview of animation, including the historical, theoretical and production aspects. Different methods of animation production will be explored. Students will gain an understanding of the methods used to produce an animated short and will be introduced to drawing skills to produce effective pre-production documents and animated productions. Students also gain knowledge of the current software used to create animated images and will obtain an understanding of the concepts of storytelling in animation.

Crime, Law and the Criminal Justice Process

Course code: LAW1082
Credits: 30

Core course for BA Criminology 

Optional course for BSc Criminology and Criminal Psychology

The course is designed to prepare students with a good foundation in criminal law, as well as considering crime and the criminal in context. Criminal Law is concerned with the substantive norms according to which individuals/groups are judged guilty or innocent.  This course provides an introduction to the basic principles of criminal liability and some of the more important criminal offences. The course is designed to provide BA Criminology students with a good foundation in Criminal Law.  The course will look at crime and the criminal in context, as well as consider procedures and elements of criminal law. Text Book include: Elliott, C. Quinn, F. (2009) Criminal Law. Pearson. Herring, J. (2009) Criminal Law. OUP. 
Digital Arts Exchange

Course code: MEDS1110                               
Credits: 30

Students will study audio, visual and written forms of communication in order to become familiar with a range of creative, analytical and technical skills necessary to understand, evaluate and create contemporary cultural forms in a variety of media.

The course will be taught through formal lectures, supported by a seminar programme. The lectures will combine an examination of the theory and method behind communicative structures in various media. The seminars will take the form of workshops and support the student in applying the knowledge gained in the lectures to their own practice. Design, desk top publishing, digital imaging and video editing techniques will be introduced and utilised.

Emphasis, here, will be placed on the collaborative nature of the media production process, where processes of gathering and manipulating data are employed to produce outcomes.

This course is suitable for all students studying arts and media related degrees and offers introductory support to students wishing to put their creative ideas into practice.

English for Academic Purposes – 
Levels 5-7
Course code: ENGL1086/1080/1081
Credits: 30

Available as an elective, but only to students who meet the criteria explained below.
These are courses for students whose first language is not English. Each course covers a range of aspects of English language relevant to academic study, including reading, listening, writing and presentation skills, grammar, vocabulary and note-taking. The in-class activities and coursework are designed to encourage you to further develop your skills in English and increase your knowledge of the language, using a wide range of materials including textbooks, newspaper articles, audio-visual material and Computer Assisted Language Learning. Level 5 is approximately equivalent to the Cambridge First Certificate examination, Level 6 to Cambridge Advanced and Level 7 to Cambridge Proficiency. If you are unsure about which would be the most appropriate level for you, please contact Simon Dye by email at s.r.dye@gre.ac.uk for advice.

English Legal System

Course code: LAW1097
Credits: 30

Core course for LLB Law.

This course is intended for all students studying law, whether as part of a   qualifying law degree or as a component of another degree programme. The aim of the course is to provide students with a sound understanding of the way in which the English legal system functions and the structure and functions of its institutions.

The course looks at such topics as: the various branches of law, the criminal and civil court structures, understanding case-law, interpretation of statutes, the European Union, human rights, the judiciary and legal profession, the role of the jury and the funding of legal services. Other topics of 
importance to the English legal system that may arise in any particular year will also be covered.
The course is taught by a combination of weekly lectures and seminars. In term two the lecture programme is supplemented by invited outside speakers. The course is assessed via three assignments. There are two pieces of  assessed 
which maybe 'timed exercises’ in the classroom or 'take home' pieces of  work, one in each term and a two hour examination in the May assessment period.   
  
Recommended text:
The English Legal System: Elliot and Quinn: Pearson Publishing.
Europe without Borders: Cultures in Contact

Course code: OEUR1005

Credits: 30
The course will introduce students to the many facets of cultural contact and political development in post-war Europe. During the first term the course will focus on the political and cultural development of Europe since 1945. It will provide students with an introduction to the contested idea of a common European culture and civilization, stressing that Europe did not develop in isolation from the rest of the world, but was shaped through contact with it. European integration, and especially the development of the European Union, will be looked at as an example of regional integration and students will be introduced to the institutions of the EU and their growing role in the lives of European citizens. Another issue that will be explored concerns the international role of the EU and its potential of developing into a global power. 

During the second term the course will highlight that Europe consists not of one, but many co-existing cultures and communities and will address such questions as: How can culture and identity be defined? What is the relationship between culture(s) and political power? How are languages and cultures used as identity markers? What is the role of nation-states in a world which is characterized by increasing regional and global integration? Considering the variety of cultures within Europe, and stressing Europe’s interaction with the rest of the world, is it reasonable to identify ourselves as ‘European’? This includes an investigation of the complex relationship between regional, national, European and trans-national, globalised identities.
French - see Modern Languages
Forensic Criminology

Course code: SOCI1084
Credits: 30


The aim of this innovative course is to provide a basic grounding in Forensic Criminology. The course includes an introduction into forensic psychology, forensic investigation and forensic law. Forensic Criminology is a multi-disciplinary subject for the understanding of crime and criminal behaviour, as well as crime scene investigation, and the gathering and presentation of evidence for the prosecution of offenders. The course is designed to promote analytical and evaluative skills, as well as encourage synthesis and the application of material to appropriate case studies. 

Foundations of Criminology
Course code: SOCI1027
Credits: 30


Core course for BA Criminology and Criminal Psychology, and BA Criminology.

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic knowledge of criminological theory and how different theoretical perspectives have been influenced by developments in society and how criminological theory in turn has influenced the study of crimes, criminals and victims as well as criminal policy. This knowledge will form a base for the continuing study and understanding of criminology and criminal justice at level 5 and 6. Indicative reading: Hale, C. Et al (eds.) (2005/2009) Criminology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Newburn, T. (2007) Criminology. Cullompton: Willan.

Foundations of Knowledge
Course code: PHIL1057
Credits: 30

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to several of the most important areas of philosophy: epistemology, mind-body dualism, the nature of the self, the nature of the will, and arguments for the existence of God. 
The first term will focus on epistemology. This area concerns the question: what does human understanding consist in?  When we claim to ‘know’ something are we merely expressing how things seem from our point of view or are we gaining a grasp of how things are in themselves and not just how they seem to be?  Western Philosophy begins with Plato’s claim that we can get beyond how things seem and gain an understanding of how the world really is, if we are prepared to reason about things.  This prompts the intriguing question: what is reasoning?  But we must also consider those philosophers who are worried that reasoning on its own is just a juggling with empty symbols and will never lead to knowledge: the empiricist account of knowledge insists that knowledge is only gained by paying attention to what experience shows, not indulging in pure reasoning. 
The second and third terms will focus on the philosophical issues that arise out of the work of Rene Descartes and of whether his arguments can continue to convince us in light of subsequent developments in philosophy and other disciplines. Descartes argues, for instance, that there are two distinct substances, mind and body, but do his arguments stand up to the scrutiny of the contemporary philosopher? Do we still believe that bodies are simply matter in motion and that thought is essentially non-material? Descartes claims that it is the universal vehicle of thought is the ‘I think’. Is this notion sufficient to ground our idea of the self? Is it even consistent with contemporary ideas of what the self is? These and other issues arising out of Descartes Meditations will be considered.

The course will provide a good overview of the vocabularies and arguments involved in its two topics and provide practice in what it is to question and critically evaluate philosophical arguments.  The knowledge and skills gained on this course are invaluable for students wishing to take further philosophy courses in their second and third years but also will strengthen a student’s ability to grasp and analyse the basic philosophical concepts that provide the foundation for nearly every academic discipline.

Foundations of Linguistics

Course code: LING1007
Credits: 30

Core course for BA English Language and English Language Teaching. Available as an elective.

The word ‘linguistics’ can appear daunting, but the reality is that the study of language and communication is fascinating and has relevance to almost any field of enquiry.  What (if anything) is wrong with the following sentences; “The Bank of England museum was located in the centre of London, which was slightly difficult to find?” Is it acceptable for your friend to say, “Tonight I’m going to see a film with Tom Cruise”? Why is it that when a word is on the tip of our tongues we remember its beginning and end, but not its middle (the ‘bath tub effect’ as Aitchison (2003) has called it)?

The course is divided into two parts. The first part will be an introduction to topics such as language and society, pragmatics (i.e. what people mean when they say things – why someone might say, “the cat hasn’t been fed” rather than “you haven’t fed the cat!”) and discourse analysis. The second part covers morphology – the structure of words, as well as looking at grammar and syntax. Assessment is by both coursework and examination and includes a presentation.
Foundations of Psychology for Criminology

Course code: PSYC1036
Credits: 30

The is a first year core course for BSc Criminology & Criminal Psychology. The course introduces a broad range of topics in psychology and explores the relevance of psychological theory and evidence to criminological and forensic issues. Topics covered include: brain-behaviour relationships: are psychopaths’ brains different? It also looks at the psychology of obedience: can we explain genocide?; processes of attention: implications for jurors and judges; memory processes: factors affecting eyewitness testimony; parent-child relationships: does parenting cause criminal tendencies? The course will be delivered through a weekly two-hour combined lecture and discussion session. Students will need to produce two essays and sit an examination in the summer.

Key Texts: Hewstone, M., Fincham, F.D. & Foster, J, Psychology (2008)
Maguire, M., Understanding Psychology and Crime (2004)

Headlines in History
Course code: HIST1021

Credits: 30 
‘Headlines in History: Britain at War 1850-1945’ examines the relationship between war and the media in Britain from the Crimean War through various colonial conflicts, the Boer War and the two World Wars. The course provides an overview of the causes and consequences of the conflicts covered, and gives a detailed historical context alongside an analysis of the development of the media such as the growth of newspapers, film and broadcasting. The role of government in controlling the flow of information to the public, particularly the War Office, the Ministry of Information (1917-18 and 1935-1945) and the Crown Film Unit, is examined in parallel to the development of the national press and the British Broadcasting Corporation. Specific events - for example the Charge of the Light Brigade (1854), the Indian Mutiny (1857), the relief of Mafeking (1900), the Shells Scandal (1916) and the D-Day Landings (1944) – are analysed through the headlines of the time, to enhance students’ understanding of the historical developments in the reporting of war and the later stages of British Imperialism. 


The course will be taught through a variety of lectures, seminars, workshops and field trips. Classroom activities will take the form of presentations, discussions, viewings of video material, source-based analysis and writing exercises. 
Key Texts: Philip Knightley, The First Casualty: The War Correspondent as Hero and Myth-Maker from Crimea to Iraq, (Johns Hopkins, 2004)
Mark Connelly & David Welch (eds), War and the Media: Reportage and Propaganda 1900-2003, (I.B.Tauris, 2005)

How to Argue: Critical Reasoning, Logic and Rhetoric
Course Code: PHIL1051                           
Credits: 30
Critical thinking, reasoning and debate are essential skills needed by everyone. Critical thinking enables us to assess the claims and judgements we read and hear on the basis of sound reasoning, rather than being bullied, seduced or tricked into accepting a position out of ignorance or the inability to challenge it.

Reasoning skills help us to understand and work with the underlying logic of our language and thinking, so as to better communicate our own beliefs and claims in terms that are both clear and accurate. 

Debate strengthens our ability to present our arguments in ways that communicate effectively with an audience/readership, to take on challenges, and to defend our beliefs and claims in a cogent and rigorous manner. 

Academic study places very high importance on the ability to read and listen critically, to be able to get to the heart of problems and disagreements and to be able to engage with these in a sustained and rational manner. The same skills are equally as important in our everyday lives, where the need to process and respond to complex issues and often powerful adversaries can be daunting.

The first part of the course will provide you with the skills to identify a wide range of good and bad forms of reasoning and the devices used in the construction of speeches and written presentations. The second part of the course will focus on how reasoning works in specific cases. We will consider the arguments on either side of a number of contemporary issues, including such topics as: freedom of expression, In the final part of the course we will focus on the logical mechanisms that underlie language and thought. 

Being able to construct accurate and convincing arguments, as well as being able to identify and successfully challenge weak ones, is central to all academic disciplines and to all intelligent debate whatsoever.  This course will introduce you to the key areas of critical reasoning, reasoning and debate, providing you with the tools by means of which you can become a better thinker and speaker, and more discerning listener and reader.
Human Rights and Civil Liberties

Course code:  LAW1174 


Credits: 15
Lucy Yeatman

The aim of the course is to introduce students to the legal principles and theories associated with the law in relation to human rights and civil liberties. Additionally, through the study of the substantive law to develop students' ability to comprehend, question, evaluate and produce a range of discourses relevant to legal contexts in the context of studying a substantive law subject. The aim of the course is to introduce students to the legal principles and theories associated with the law in relation to human rights and civil liberties. Additionally, through the study of the substantive law to develop students' ability to comprehend, question, evaluate and produce a range of discourses relevant to legal contexts in the context of studying a substantive law subject.
Ideas in Practice
Course code:  PHIL1058 
Credits: 30
Heather Lilley

Ideas in Practice is designed to offer students studying Creative Writing, Drama, English and Philosophy an interdisciplinary course which introduces them to some of the fundamental concepts which underpin their discipline and a variety of texts in which those concepts are examined and applied. The course is also intended to give a foundation in the analytical, critical, rhetorical, creative, practical and written skills that students will need to demonstrate through their degree. Areas to be explored include Truth and Enquiry; Argument, Persuasion and Narrative; and Readers, Audiences and Space.

Students will begin to develop confidence in themselves as readers of challenging texts and begin to apply abstract or theoretical ideas in the classroom and in their assessments; they will acquire the basic skills necessary for independent research; they will develop their capacity to give presentations and to work in groups; and they will begin to gain an understanding of the relationships between disciplines and the different uses to which texts and ideas can be put. Finally, students will gain a firm grasp of the basics of academic writing at degree level.

Inequality and Social Change
Course code:  SOCI1066
Credits: 30

This course will offer an introduction to causes and effects of systemic inequality in local and global contexts. It will be inter-disciplinary, while at the same time giving students a specific taster of how sociology operates within the humanities and social sciences. 

It will focus on the realities of oppression, poverty, wealth and social exclusion, introducing students to theories of social justice and the strategies for social change: everyday inequalities, critical enquiries. Looking at organisations, it will allow students to understand the ways in which inequality is institutionalized, in other words, the ways by which socially-defined categories of people are unevenly rewarded for their social contributions, according to a society's hierarchical order and its cultural history. 

Introduction to English Language Teaching
Course code:  TETA1009
Credits: 30

Core course for BA English Language and English Language Teaching.
This course is designed for future teachers of English as a Foreign Language (EFL). It is intended to introduce students to most aspects of English Language Teaching. It covers aspects of the structure of contemporary English and the methodology used in teaching English as a Foreign Language. The course provides answers to questions such as: ‘Can you learn a language at any age?’, ‘Can you learn a language in a classroom?’, ‘What are the characteristics of a good teacher?’ By examining different methodologies and contexts students will be able to make informed decisions about language teaching methods and techniques in ELT.
Introduction to Film Making
Course code: CINE1038                                  Credits: 30
The course is designed to familiarise students with the concept that (regardless of the scale, medium or budget) the creation of moving images (i.e. 'film making') is a process, involving three distinct stages; pre-production, production, and post-production. We will examine and experience the practical activities and roles that familiarise each of those stages, and at how a production team works together across all three.
Introduction to Theatre Practice: 
Early Stages

Course code:  DRAM1039                       
Credits: 30

Core for combinations including Drama; elective for English Literature.
This course examines the role of carnival, community and politics in drama between the fifth century BC and c.1700. Through practice, research and discussion students will examine Greek, Medieval, Renaissance and Restoration drama and the public and private concerns and ideas that were expressed in the drama. Term one examines Greek, and English medieval theatre while term two studies the early professional public theatre of Shakespeare, the outdoor and indoor playhouses and the arrival of the actress at the Restoration. Students will examine theatrical texts both as historical artefacts, and as ‘blueprints’ for performance. As well as studying these theatrical texts, students will get on their feet to explore the texts practically. Through this practical exploration students will develop a deeper understanding of how the texts work(ed) in performance. 

Introduction to Theatre Practice: 
Making Theatre
Course code: DRAM1075
Credits: 30
Core course for BA Drama and Drama combinations.

The aim of this course is to introduce students to all the key elements and skills needed to make theatre. You will learn about theatre production: lighting and sound, set and costume design, stage management, health and safety and front of house management and you will explore the basic elements of performance. There will be practical training in a range of skills including lighting, set design and building, costume design buying and making, sound management, stage management voice, movement and acting. In terms 2 and 3 you will act as crew for level six public performances.

At the end of the course students should be confident about working within a theatre space and creating a theatre production. This course will be taught through a series of workshops and through practical experience working on student shows.
Introduction to TV Studio Production
Course code: CINE1049


Credits: 30

This course is offered by another School and is only available to BA/BSc Media Arts Production. 

This course is designed to give students an introduction to preparing programmes using live multi camera TV studio practices. The course will enable students to gain an understanding of planning for studio-based productions, effective teamwork, and responsibilities of technical operational roles and health & safety issues of working in a Multi Camera TV studio. The course will define roles and technology utilized in TV studio production and enable the students to apply this knowledge to practice based assignment work in the form of LIVE studio based programmes. 

Issues in Representation
Course code: MEDS1112
Credits: 30

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to a diverse range of media related theories and critical debates. The course will draw on media specific subject matter as well as on related disciplines of Politics, History and Philosophy. This will establish a base of theoretical knowledge that will allow students to contextualise contemporary media practices within an appropriate framework. It will also provide a solid base for subsequent study at levels 5 and 6.
On completion of this course, students will have a clear knowledge of key theories and terminologies within the field of media and cultural theory. They will be able to situate such theories in relation to specific media practices and to articulate their relevance within a constantly shifting, technologically driven, domain. More specifically they will be able to summarise key themes, arguments and concepts in an appropriate academic style. There will be a strong emphasis on academic writing as a means of organising and disseminating complex ideas.
Italian - see Modern Languages
Language, Communication and Society

Course code: LING1022
Credits: 30

Language is the tool we use every day to communicate and to establish human relations. This course gives students the opportunity to explore and reflect on the essential role that language plays in human social organization and communication. The course focuses on the different factors that have an impact on how language is interpreted, such as situational context or cultural and societal factors such as age, gender, ethnicity or social status. 

Knowledge of all these properties is of great value to a wide range of students. Not only those from language, cultural studies or sociology, who would be complementing their formation by studying how social organization interferes with the use of language, but also to all those involved in disciplines in which language is a precious tool to target social groups with different purposes (e.g. translation, marketing, politics, media, and journalism). 

Law of Contract

Course code: LAW1099
Credits: 30

Core course for LLB Law.
The Law of Contract provides a foundation for many other law areas. It is a core component in the qualifying law degree and a compulsory course for all students involved in the LLB programme. This course provides a thorough examination of the Law of Contract. It will examine important aspects of the legal relationship between those who sell goods and services and those who buy them. It will also consider the role which the general principles underlying the Law of Contract have in the wider context of the law of civil obligations, and in the law relating to remedies.
The approach taken will emphasise legal method and will aim to develop the students’ ability to analyse fact situations, apply relevant legal principles, enhance powers of reasoning and encourage coherent presentation.
Legal Method

Course code: LAW1096
Credits: 30

Core course for LLB and ‘Law and/and Law’ programmes.
The Legal Method course has been specifically designed in order to ensure that all students studying Law modules are taught a range of those skills considered to be fundamental to success in studying the Law.  These include language skills (especially the technicalities of ‘Legal English’), legal research skills, IT skills, problem-solving and reasoning skills and critical skills.  The course works as a companion course to the English Legal System course.  The skills taught will serve as essential pre-requisites to the other Law courses taught in the first year as well as subsequent years.  
This is a compulsory course for all students on the LLB programme as well as those combined studies students on the ‘Law and/and Law programmes’ (Combined Studies students are advised to check with their Programme Leader).

Literary Forms of Representation

Course code: COML0001
Credits: 30
Harry Derbyshire

Core courses for BA English Literature and combinations with English Literature.
This course introduces students to the analysis of four main kinds of literary text - poetry, prose narrative (the short story and the novel), drama and film - using a wide range of texts from the ancient Greek to the contemporary period. The aim is to develop understanding of the relationship between form and content and knowledge of some developments/changes in the different forms. In the last four or five weeks of the course we take the notion of London and examine how various writers, using different forms, approach or represent it, using texts like Monica Ali’s novel Brick Lane, the film Dirty Pretty Things, Blake’s poem ‘London’, and Harold Pinter’s play The Caretaker. We will provide a selection of poems and some short stories when you arrive, but it would be a good preparation for the course if you could read Great Expectations by Charles Dickens in either the Penguin Classics or the Norton Critical Edition and As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner in either the Vintage or the Norton Critical Edition.

Modern Languages:
French, Italian, Spanish

Course codes: various
Credits: 30 

Each course is available as an elective.

Why study a foreign language at Greenwich?

· To learn to speak and write competently in the language you choose.
· To gain knowledge of the culture and customs of the country or countries where the language is spoken.

· To be able to compete more effectively in the European job market, where free movement of people and labour, and therefore languages, is the norm.


Class contact is complemented by work in the Language Centre which will allow you to use recent innovations in IT in Language learning. The language classes are organised into five courses, ranging from absolute beginners to advanced. 

Course 1: Absolute Beginners or Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) A1.
Course 2: Communicative competence in a small range of situations, familiarity with more complex grammar. Typically the student with GCSE or AS level or CEFR (A2).
Course 3: Communicative competence in a wider range of situations and knowledge of advanced grammar. Typically the student with A‑level or CEFR (B1). 
Course 4: Student at post-A-level plus limited experience of living and working in the country or CEFR (B2).

Language Research Project (French, Italian, Spanish): Completion of French/ Spanish/ Italian course 4 or CEFR (C1).
If you have any queries, please contact the relevant language co-ordinator:
French:
Cécile Laval,


020 8331 9049, lc23@gre.ac.uk 

Italian: 
Alessandro Benati 


020 8331 9048, ba07@gre.ac.uk 


Spanish: 
Maria Arche


020 8331 9007, am94@gre.ac.uk 
Politics of Conflict Resolution: Oedipus to Star Wars
Course code: POLI1037                             
Credits: 30

The history of humanity has been one of survival intertwined with conflict and cooperation. With the passage of time and social progress people have found new ways to live together but also new ways to destroy each other. Our contemporary society dramatically illustrates the constructive and destructive potential of new technologies and global communications. Different ideas, ideologies, beliefs and opinions, give rise to conflict whether within the home, between groups, within a nation and between nations. Perhaps one day we will even see conflict between different worlds!  Historically, conflict and war signified the failure of politics, and the contemporary global society continues to struggle with different interests and tensions within and across communities and new (and not so new) security threats such as the contemporary phenomenon of terrorism. The aim of this course is to examine past and current thinking and practice in the politics of conflict resolution at both inter-state and intra-state levels. It explores the causes of conflict, and the approaches to conflict prevention and peace-making. It investigates how wider conflicts in the international system impact on local and regional stability, and vice versa. It will examine these areas with reference to theories of peace, conflict, cooperation, conflict resolution and case studies.


Principles of Editing

Course code: CINE1048
Credits: 30

This course is offered by another School and is only available to BA/BSc Media Arts Production. 


This course enables students to explore the creative and technical aspects of editing, including the following key topics: screen narrative, screen imagery, the audience, the language of editing (continuity, montage, etc). Students will work through the post-production process and the various stages of editing, study different editing techniques, and recieve an introduction to transitions, filters, layering and animation. The course also outlines the the technical and creative aspects of applying colour correction and colour effects and deals with auditory aspects of editing, including synchronising audio to vision, enhancing vision with audio and layering audio. 


Public Law

Course code: LAW1098
Credits: 30

Core course for LLB Law

Constitutional and Administrative Law (also referred to as Public Law) is organised on the basis of three parts:  Constitutional Law in the first term, Administrative Law in the second term and revision/exams in the third term.  Constitutional Law examines the legal and political relationships between the public and the ‘three pillars of the Constitution’, i.e. the Legislature (Parliament), Executive (Government/public service) and the Judiciary (the Courts).  Administrative Law concerns the channels available to citizens to challenge the actions and decisions taken by the government and their agents, principally judicial review and the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration (Ombudsman).  However, the two subjects are closely linked as will be seen during coverage of the Human Rights Act 1998.

Reading Key Texts

Course code: ENGL1091

Credits: 30

Reading Key Texts is a first year option, primarily designed for BA Hons English students, though all are welcome. The course traces a tradition of literature in English through the chronological study of significant prose, poetry and drama from ancient Greek to the present day.  As well as introducing students to a 'canon' of English literature (a tradition of 'great works'), the course will consider the ways in which that canon is constantly being rewritten or challenged, and will examine the relationship between literary works and wider culture, including the visual arts. 

The course will focus on developing your close reading skills, along with your approach to secondary criticism, and the consideration of literary history and the canon will allow you to make informed choices from more specialised courses later in your degree. 

Texts studied are likely to include: 

Samuel Beckett, Waiting For Godot (1955) 

Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (1847)

Homer, Odysseus Returns Home (Penguin Epics) [ISBN: 9780141026299] Must be this edition. This will be the first book-length text studied. 

James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916)

Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (1966)

William Shakespeare, King Lear (c.1606)

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818)
Single Camera Production

Course code: CINE1050


Credits: 30

This course is offered by another School and is only available to BA/BSc Media Arts Production. 

This course is designed to give students an introduction to developing and producing short programmes for use in a variety of media. Students will be introduced to good practice in developing ideas, researching programme materials, planning, shooting and editing short programmes on a variety of topics and genres. The students will learn skills in pre production planning, team working, camera and sound operation, basic lighting skills and editing. Along side the programme generation the students will acquire a technical understanding of a variety of production equipment and be able to utilise this and apply to practice in order to achieve a good technical standard. 

Spanish - see Modern Languages
Reel to Virtual: Representation in the Digital Age
Course code: CINE1061
Credits: 30
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to key academic, creative and critical approaches to understanding film, and to the history of cinema from its birth in 1895 to the contemporary post-cinematic digital age. Students will learn to evaluate films from 1895 to the present within a range of aesthetic, social, historical and technologically situated contexts. Students will familiarize themselves with film analysis through a consideration of film techniques, languages and styles. Mise-en-scène, cinematography, sound, editing and narration are considered through close attention to specific film texts. The major methodological frameworks that have shaped and continue to inform the study of the moving image including realism, auteur theory, and audience studies, are introduced. The global, historical, political and cultural contexts in which films are produced and the theoretical models used to analyse cinema are considered and explored through their application to a wide variety of films.

The course will be delivered via face-to-face lectures and seminars, deploying a range of interactive techniques including role plays, discussions and directed exercises.

The course will be assessed through examination, assignments and presentations.
Writing Culture

Course code: SOCI1067


Credits: 30

This will provide students with an understanding of the relation between self and society and how each affects the other.This course provides students with an understanding of the relation between self and society and how each affects the other. Students will be familiarised with research methods and techniques by introducing texts in each section discussing research in that thematic area, and debates about how the individual is formed through, and in turn effects and shapes, her or his environment including the neighbourhood and state. It starts with the person, introducing debates about the self and its relations with others. It then moves on to the immediate environment of neighbourhood and communities examining various theories of community formation and how this affects understandings of person.

Writing for Stage and Screen
Course code: COML1057                     
Credits: 30

The course is designed to introduce students to the processes of writing for the stage and writing for the screen. To facilitate this, students will be expected to produce writing of their own and comment on and analyse a wide range of performance and screen writing material.

Students will be introduced to the creative and technical skills necessary for effective stage and screen writing. They will explore the art and craft of writing for both forms and be encouraged to develop their own dramatic and cinematic style. 

Students will be introduced to the principles of drama, the differences of writing for the stage and screen and the specifics of writing a short play and short film, exploring aspects of the form such as conflict, action, characterisation, dialogue, structure, scene setting and style. 

Students will also be introduced to critical review writing and will be expected to write critical and comparative reviews of live and published plays in order to develop an engaged and analytical approach to the form, as well as their own writing process and practice.

Writing for the Media
Course code: MEDS1111
Credits: 30

The course is structured into five main areas:
Writing the Self explores the essential toolkit; writer’s voice, consuming (auto) biography; remembering as a preparatory tool to write; engaging with personal history. Students will study archives across real and cyber spaces, consider blogging, social networking sites as well as case studies of traditional diaries. It will also incorporate a visit to an cultural place of significance, exploring ideas of public/private exchange and writing ‘conversation’ that will lead to a piece of extended prose and/or critical review.

Structuring Experience focuses on interviewing strategies and the authority/ style of columnists.  The student will learn and engage with magazines, structure and language, specifically looking at feature and travel writing. 

Writing Story (Fiction) engages students with narrative construction, character construction in a variety of media formats, visual and interactive forms of story-telling.

Writing Story (Fact) intensifies study on the news story, the language and structure of news reporting, (particularly in broadcast media), attending the press conference, scrutinising press releases, effective interviewing and clear and focused write ups. It will consider the notion of the target reader and writing for an audience, as well as how to identify those communities around the writer whose voices aren’t necessarily heard. This moves into the final section:-  

Writing in (F)action. This final section looks at writing as a series of stunts, manifestos and political, social actions. It explores both voices in the mainstream (particularly in politics: speech writing) and those at the edges, taking in performance writing, ephemeral media and hypertext. 

Writing Poetry and Prose
Course code: COML1056
Credits: 30

In the course, students will engage in the production of different types of poetry and prose texts, as well as commenting on and analysing examples of those creative forms. Students will explore particular aspects of prose writing (e.g. plot structures, point of view, writing dialogue, description and characterisation) and poetry (e.g. rhythm, rhyme, use of metre).

Alongside commentary, analysis and production, students will be required to keep a reflective journal in which they are encouraged to reflect critically on work undertaken during the course, and on the course itself.  

Students will also be required to produce an annotated bibliography of texts that have inspired or interested them over the period of the course. There will be a number of site-specific visits which encourage students to write from a variety of stimuli such as environment, London and the visual arts.








