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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS
Please answer THREE of the following questions
1. The three main labels applied to violent women are: ‘mad’, ‘bad’ and ‘victim’. Discuss in relation to women who kill. 

2. How adequate are the following defences in cases of battered women who kill their partners: self-defence, provocation and diminished responsibility? Discuss in relation to the Battered Woman Syndrome. 

3. Using examples, critically evaluate ‘common-sense’ media depictions of violent women.

4. Media narratives of women who kill often employ the following mechanisms: vilification, monsterisation and mythification. Critically discuss in relation to the Tracey Wigginton case. 

5. Is the gender-gap in crime closing? Are girls’ becoming more violent?

6. There is nothing ‘new’ about the ‘new mean girl’. Discuss in relation to recent fears regarding the supposed increase in females’ participation and involvement in violence and gang related behaviour. 

7. ‘Female suicide bombers: dying for equality?’ Discuss this notion in relation to women’s involvement in terrorism and suicide missions. 
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