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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

SECTION A

Comment on THREE of the following. You are advised not to spend more than an hour plus reading time on this section of the paper.

1. […] to set about erecting into matters of principle such pernicious innovations is to do injury to the body of the magistrature, to betray its interests, and to mistake those laws that are fundamental to the state. As if it could be overlooked that it is in my person alone that sovereign power resides, the true character of which is founded in conciliation, justice and reason; as if it could be overlooked that the courts owe their existence and authority to me alone: that this plenary authority, exercised in my name, remains forever attached to me and can never be turned against me; that legislative power is vested in me alone … ; that the officers of my courts undertake not the fashioning of the laws but their registration and publication on my sole authority, albeit with permission to make remonstrance as befits good and loyal counsellors …

(Louis XV to the Parlement of Paris, 3 March 1766)

2. His Majesty has decided to remedy these defects by applying the rules of a strictly distributive justice, by restoring the original intention behind the tax, and by raising it to its true value without increasing anyone's contribution (indeed granting some relief to the people), and finally by making every kind of privilege incompatible. The vingtièmes will be replaced by a general land tax covering the whole area of the kingdom on a proportion of all produce, payable in kind where feasible, otherwise in money, and admitting of no exception, even the crown lands other than those resulting from the varying fertility of the soil and the varying harvests.

(Calonne’s address to the Assembly of Notables, 22 February 1787)

3. The National Assembly hereby completely abolishes the feudal system. It decrees that, among the existing rights and dues, both feudal and censuel, all those originating in or representing real or personal serfdom shall be abolished without indemnification. All other dues are declared redeemable, the terms and mode of redemption to be fixed by the National Assembly. Those of the said dues which are not extinguished by this decree shall continue to be collected until indemnification shall take place.

(Decree of 11 August 1789)

4. IV. Political Liberty consists in the power of doing whatever does not injure another. The exercise of the natural rights of every man has no other limits than those which are necessary to secure to every other man the free exercise of the same rights; and these limits are determinable only by the law.

V. The law ought to prohibit only actions hurtful to society. What is not prohibited by the law should not be hindered; nor should any one be compelled to do that which the law does not require. 

(Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens, 26 August 1789)
5. Before the ceremony of consecration begins, the bishop elect shall take a solemn oath, in the presence of the municipal officers, of the people, and of the clergy, to guard with care the faithful of his diocese who are confided to him, to be loyal to the nation, the law, and the king, and to support with all his power the constitution decreed by the National Assembly and accepted by the king.

(The Civil Constitution of the Clergy, 12 July 1790)

6. That all leases be abrogated and returned to the levels prevailing in average years; and that a uniform maximum be set for food and basic commodities. 

8. That a maximum on wealth be fixed. 

9. That no individual may possess more than one maximum. 

10. That no one be allowed to lease more land than is required for a given number of ploughs. 

11. That no citizen shall be allowed to own more than one workshop or shop. 

(Petition of the Section des Sans-Culottes to the Convention, 2 September 1793)

7. It is important for the happiness of mankind that the conduct of France towards the man it too long called its king be the final step in curing other nations of whatever superstitions they may still hold which favour a monarchy. Above all, we should beware lest we increase that superstition among those still ruled by a monarch . . . Thus, it is to the laws of universal justice, common to all constitutions and unalterable in the midst of clashing opinions and the revolutions of empires, that we must subject our decisions.

(Condorcet’s speech on the issue of the king’s trial, 3 December 1792)

8. But seditious men ceaselessly attacked with audacity the weak parts of your constitution; they skilfully seized upon those parts which might provoke new disorders; the constitutional regime was soon only a succession of revolutions in every sense, in which the different parties successively gained power; even those who most sincerely desired the maintenance of that constitution were forced to violate it constantly in order to preserve it. From such a state of instability in legislation … the most sacred rights of social man have been exposed to all the caprices of factions and events.

It is time to put an end to these disorders; it is time to give substantial guarantees to the liberty of citizens to the sovereignty of the people, to the independence of the constitutional powers, and, finally, to the Republic … 
(Proclamation of the Council of 500, 19 Brumaire Year 8/10 November 1799)

9. Experience has taught that a divided power in the state is impotent and at odds with itself. It was generally felt that if power was delegated for short periods only it was so uncertain as to discourage any prolonged undertakings or wide-reaching plans. If vested in an individual for life, it would lapse with him, and after him would prove a source of anarchy and discord. It was clearly seen that for a great nation the only salvation lies in hereditary power, which can alone assure a continuous political life which may endure for generations, even for centuries.

(Napoleon’s account of the situation in France to the Legislative Body, December 1804)

SECTION B
Answer ONE of the following questions.
1. How serious an obstacle to reform were the parlements during the last two decades of the Ancien Régime?

2.
Assess the value and limitations of the cahiers de doléances as a record of opinion throughout France at the onset of the Revolution.

3. Do you agree that the king’s flight to Varennes in June 1791 was the decisive turning point in the Revolution?

4. Who or what was responsible for the Terror?

5.  ‘Despite its unpopularity with former revolutionaries in the Brumairian political class, Napoleon’s Concordat with the papacy was effectively a hammer blow to the counter-revolution.’ Discuss.

6. Do you agree that the French Revolution was not a fully-fledged social revolution? You may answer in relation to EITHER the causes OR consequences of the Revolution OR both.



� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








	Date and time:


	 May 2008
	

	Course title:
	The French Revolution
	

	Course code:
	HIST1003
	Page 1 of 4



[image: image2.png]the
UNIVERSITY

.
N ¢
Y
Y 2
Y
e

<

GREENWICH



_1225697382.bin

