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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Answer TWO questions, one from SECTION A and one from SECTION B

SECTION A

1) Discuss the importance of editing to the creation of meaning in the cinema, illustrating your discussion with reference to a film of your choice. 

(Do NOT focus on a film which you have written about in your coursework).

2) “The primary purpose of cinema is to tell a story.” Do you agree with this assessment of the role of narrative in cinema? Discuss the organisation and primacy of narrative in any film of your choice. (Do NOT focus on a film which you have written about in your coursework).

3) What are the characteristics of Classical cinema? You may illustrate your answer with reference to one classical and one non-classical film.

4)  Discuss the contribution of TWO of the following elements in the creation of meaning in cinema: Lighting, Set Design, Performance, Sound, Costume, Camera movement. 

You should illustrate your answer with specific reference to a film of your choice. (Do NOT focus on a film which you have written about in your coursework). 
 

SECTION B

1) Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the auteurist approach to the study of cinema

2) Is the notion of ‘genre’ still a viable way of thinking about films today? Using a contemporary example, discuss how far generic characteristics and patterns still structure modern popular cinema.

3) ‘Cinema is the opium of the masses.’ Do you agree that film audiences passively accept the ideological frameworks offered by film texts? Illustrate your answer with reference to any film NOT screened on the course. 

4) Discuss the representation of racial OR sexual OR gender difference in a film text of your choice. Consider the ways in which marginalized groups might seek to re-claim mainstream texts for themselves. 
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