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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS
You must answer TWO questions from the list given.  

You may write again about a play discussed in assessed coursework, on the condition that you take a different approach to it.   

Do not write about the same play in both of your answers.
1. ‘I could find it in my heart to disgrace my man’s apparel and cry like a woman. But I must comfort the weaker vessel, as doublet and hose ought to show itself courageous to petticoat; therefore courage, good Aliena’.                                                                                                                              (As You Like It, II,iv,3-7)                                                                                  Discuss the representation of gender difference in Shakespeare’s comedies, referring to one or more plays or poems studied on the course.

2. ‘Men are April when they woo, December when they are wed: maids are May when they are maids, but the sky changes when they are wives.’                    (As You Like It, IV,I,153-4)                                                                             Compare and contrast how Shakespeare represents wooing and/or marriage in any 2 plays or poems studied on the course.

3. ‘…the reason consequences furiously hunt us down is not merely that we are half blind, and unfortunate, but that we go on doing the thing which produced these consequences in the first place.’                                                          (Stanley Cavell, The Avoidance of Love, 1987)                                                     The tragic hero brings about his own fate through his own actions. Discuss with reference one or more plays or poems studied on the course.

4. ‘Oh that way madness lies, let me shun that’                                                (King Lear, III,iv,21)                                                                                                          Not many of Shakespeare’s tragic heroes can avoid madness of some kind. Discuss with reference one or more plays or poems studied on the course.

5. ‘And when I love thee not chaos is come again.’                                      (Othello, III,iii,91-2)                                                                                                    Shakespeare’s heroes are often depicted as unstable in their loving. Discuss how masculine emotion often unleashes a kind of violence in one or more plays or poems studied on the course.

6. ‘My ongoing interest is the relation between literature and history, the process through which certain remarkable works of art are at once embedded in a highly specific life-world and seem to pull free of that life-world.’                          (Stephen Greenblatt, Harvard University gazette, 2000)                                       Discuss how one or more plays or poems studied on the course reflect the social context in which they were written. This may include political events or thought, contemporary debate about religion, gender, marriage, or race.
7. Discuss the significance of one or two of the following in one or more plays or poems studied on the course: nature, weather, blackness, outsiders, beauty, virtue, rhetoric, blindness, murder, inheritance, or transformation.

8. How far does modern contemporary theory impose meaning on Shakespeare’s plays?  How far does it bring out ambiguities and contradictions?  Discuss with reference to one or more plays or poems studied on the course.
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