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Introductions and conclusions

The assignments you will undertake in university will require you to write in a well structured way. Nearly all forms of writing require the structure of beginning (introduction), middle (main body), and end (conclusion). Use this guide for introductions and conclusions, along with the Paragraphs guide (for main body paragraph structure), to learn how to structure your writing so that it makes sense in the most effective way.

Introductions

A good introduction will give the reader a clear indication of what the piece will contain (i.e. what will follow in the main body and conclusion). Written well, the introduction will make the reader want to read on. In any case, it should allow the reader to make a decision as to whether what follows is relevant to them. It should prepare the reader for what follows. However, an introduction should be mainly viewed as an introduction to the essay rather than the subject as such. Laying the background is part of the main body development of the argument and so should appear there.
Below are two introductions to an essay addressing the question, ‘Should boxing be banned on medical grounds?’ Which one is the better one and why? Compare your comments to ours below.
A Recently there have been calls from some leading British medical bodies for a total ban on boxing, ostensibly on medical grounds. Counter arguments have claimed that these are really based upon moralistic reasoning rather than medical considerations. This essay will examine the medical arguments for banning boxing put forward by the medical bodies. It will show that statistically boxing is less likely per capita to result in death while serious injury has not been researched enough for any conclusive judgement. In lieu of statistical evidence it will argue that these calls for bans are in fact based upon moral distaste and pose the question; ‘who has the right to make these moral decisions on behalf of others?’ 
B Boxing is an archaic sport which has no place in a modern society. It should be banned because people get killed. Anyone who wants to watch two people beat each other unconscious is uncivilised. There are lots of other reasons why boxing should be banned too.
The best introduction is the first one (A). Although it is not perfect, it does indicate what the essay will cover and how the question will be addressed.  Although it states the standpoint the writer will take, it indicates that this will be based upon reasoned argument and evidence that will be presented in the main body of the essay. Introduction B merely states the writer’s views without referring to any argument that may be used in the essay to support it. In fact it does not really indicate what the following discussion will cover at all. It gives a feeling that the writer’s mind was already made up before any research or examination of the evidence carried out and that no serious argument will follow.
Top tips for introductions:

· Be sure to signpost the main areas that will follow in the main body of the essay i.e. introduce the essay

· Give an idea of the overall conclusion you have come to

· Leave background or foundation points to the beginning of the main body
Conclusions

A good essay will have a main body where the main points are made. In other words, this is the section where the step by step argument narrows down to the final conclusion – from the general (background) to the particular (the final closing points). These points will have already been signposted in the introduction. For our purposes we will assume that Introduction A is our essay’s opening paragraph and that the question remains the same. Therefore, a good conclusion will summarise the main points made in the main body and state how they come together to answer the question.

Which conclusion do you think is the better one and why?

A It does not seem to me that the medical bodies have enough evidence for a ban on medical grounds. Who has the right to ban things? Who has the right to tell others what to do? I think, therefore, that a ban should not happen.
B The medical reasons for the banning of boxing have centred on the likelihood of injury and death. The statistics on deaths, however, have shown that participants in boxing are less likely to be killed than participants in other sports which attract no such criticisms. The pro banning arguments that these statistics do not take into account serious but non-fatal injury such as brain damage are also inconclusive as convincing statistics for this do not exist and much more research is required in order to produce these. A powerful argument by the pro boxing lobby is that underlying the medical arguments is a strong moral revulsion to the activity which gives rise to the question ‘who has the right to decide these issues?’ Anyone attempting to take the ‘moral high ground’ runs the risk of being accused of infringing on individual autonomy and the right to make one’s own decisions and take one’s own risks. On these grounds a ban on boxing should wait until more conclusive medical evidence is gained and then a debate should occur as to whether this is enough to infringe on people’s activities and cause a ban.
Conclusion B is the better one. This is not just because it is longer, although Conclusion A is definitely too short. Conclusion B goes back over the main points signposted in the introduction (introduction A) which would have then, had this been a real essay, been covered in the main body. This is why Conclusion A is so short, because it has not adequately summarised the main points and based the final answer to the question upon them. A much more authoritative conclusion is one that is based upon the points made in the essay which are in turn based upon sound (and referenced) evidence. The problem, therefore, with the first conclusion is that it appears to be based purely on the author’s individual opinion and this is also exacerbated by the use of the personal pronoun (i.e. the word ‘I’).
Top tips for conclusions: 
· Never introduce new evidence in a conclusion. Base your final addressing of the question on the points already made in the main body and signposted in the introduction.

· Because the conclusion addresses a single purpose (or has a single point i.e. answering the question) it should be a single paragraph.

· A conclusion can be a good way to check your essay. If you have summarised your main points, and these come together to fully address the question, then you should have a good essay!
Andy Gould, Division of Learning Enhancement, Access and Partnership
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