
[image: image1]
APPROVED
	EXAMINATION PAPER:
	ACADEMIC SESSION 2007/2008


	CAMPUS
	Maritime Greenwich



	SCHOOL
	Humanities and Social Sciences


	DEPARTMENT
	History, Philosophy and Politics


	LEVEL
	Three


	COURSE CODE
	HIST1002


	COURSE TITLE
	MAGIC, WITCHCRAFT AND POPULAR CULTURE IN EARLY MODERN ENGLAND


	DURATION
(including reading time)


	2 hours


	DATE AND TIME

	May 2008: 


	


INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS
Answer TWO questions, ONE from EACH section.

Section A:

1. Does the recent historiographical emphasis on the ‘better sort’ or the ‘middling sort’ fatally undermine the conventional, two-class model of early modern culture, one which sees society and culture in terms of the relations between ‘plebeians’ and  elite?

2. Assess the role of printed texts in the culture of English men and women in the late sixteenth and early-seventeenth centuries.
3. What can the evidence of popular texts teach us about the reality of gender roles in early modern England?

4. To what extent did popular printed texts subvert or undermine the officially-sanctioned ideology and morality of late Tudor England?

Section B:

5. ‘Magic was a substitute for power.’  To what extent does this notion help us to understand the role of magic and ‘witchcraft’ in early modern English villages?
6. Describe and assess historians’ changing approaches to explanations of ‘witchcraft’ accusations, in recent decades.

7. Analyse the relationship between ‘religion’ and ‘magic’ in the culture of ordinary English people and in that of the educated elites. 
8. When – and why – did the witch-hunt in England come to an end?
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