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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Answer any TWO questions. All answers should engage in critical discussion of the question, and should contain examples drawn from future fiction as well as wider intellectual traditions.
Do not substantially present material already presented in an essay.

1.
“Science fiction is no more written for scientists than ghost stories are written for ghosts” Critically discuss what this quote is attempting to say about the genre.
2.
The genre of Future Fiction has had more success in portraying dystopian futures than utopian ones. Critically assess the validity of this statement with reference to relevant sources within the genre.

3.
“A true human utopia is unrealizable.”  Critically evaluate this statement.

4.
"A person XE "person"  is smart, people are dumb, panicky, dangerous animals XE "animals"  and you know it. 1500 years ago everybody knew that the earth was the centre of the universe. 500 years ago everybody knew the earth was flat and 15 minutes ago you knew that people were alone on this planet. Imagine what you'll know tomorrow." – K, Men in Black

What does this quote suggest about the human condition?
5.
How does the genre of future fiction reflect and explore issues raised by contemporary gender analysis? Answer with reference to specific examples from the film/fiction.
6.
Critically discuss what we might mean when we accuse another of being inhuman or a monster?
7.
"Nothing contained in the present charter shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any State or shall require the members to submit such matters to settlement under the present Charter." Article 2(7), of the UN Charter

It is no concern of ours how you run your own planet, but if you threaten to extend your violence this earth of yours will be reduced to a burnt-out cinder." – Klaatu, The Day the Earth Stood Still 1951

Consider these two statements. What do they imply about our relationship to others? Do you agree with the position they suggest?

8. " 'Virtual reality' is merely the next stage in humanity's control of its own environment." Discuss this statement in the context of debates concerning human nature and its environment and / or creation and creativity. 

                                                                                                                   (Continued…)  

9. Critically discuss the ways in which future fiction explores relationships between human beings and their environment. 

10. “Messianic and heroic figures play an important role within Science Fiction”. Critically discuss the validity of this claim with reference to relevant examples from the genre. What sorts of things does the genre suggest we need to be saved from and how?

11. Give a critical account of the themes arising out of your specialist text and their implications for reflection upon the human condition.
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