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Essay Instruction Word Sheet
Instruction words appear in set essay questions to help you understand what you have to do to answer the question. This is a list of words and what they mean…
Analyse: Read between the lines or look beneath the argument. What assumptions is the argument based on and are they valid? What is the significance of the statements and how do they relate to the wider picture? Are there sound arguments around cause and effect? Is more being said than is apparent on the surface? Are the conclusions reached logically from the evidence and examples given?

Compare: Look for similarities and differences between issues and arguments.

Contrast: Look for similarities and differences as with Compare but you may wish to deal with each issue or argument separately first and then point out the differences in another following paragraph.
Define: try to state the meaning of a word, phrase, idea or theory.

Discuss: Explain then give the pro’s and con’s and outline the further implications of an argument or idea or statement. This is closely related to Analyse and Evaluate.

Distinguish/Differentiate: List the ideas and arguments, etc and then say how they differ. This is very similar to Compare and Contrast.
Evaluate: Discuss the arguments that other people have put forward for and against. Add you own views based upon the evidence and examples you have looked at.

Illustrate/Interpret: Make an issue, argument or theory, clear using evidence and examples.

Justify: Make a case for a particular point of view using evidence and example to support it.

Outline: Give the main features and ideas of a topic but don’t go into too much detail.

Relate: Show how one thing is connected to another and to what extent they differ.

State: Present clearly and briefly.

Summarise: Give a brief account of the main points without details or examples.

Trace: Follow the development of a topic from its beginning.
