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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS


Answer THREE questions in total.
ONE from Section A and ONE from Section B and ONE from either Section A or B.

SECTION A

1)   How modern is Machiavelli?  In what way or ways has Machiavelli been classified as both a Medieval and a Modern period thinker in terms of his political thought? 

2)   What is the importance of the concept of a ‘social contract’ in Enlightenment writing on politics and government? Cite AT LEAST TWO political theorists.

3)   Compare and contrast the ways that science enters into the work of Machiavelli and Hobbes. 

4)   How does Locke justify the possession of private property?   Are there any potential problems with this justification? 
5)   Is negative or positive freedom more important for Rousseau?  Can you say the same thing for Locke?

6)   Compare and contrast the treatment of ‘revolution’ in Burke’s Reflections and Paine’s The Rights of Man.
SECTION B

1)   Explain Mill’s ‘Higher Pleasures’ doctrine and how it is meant to respond to criticisms of Bentham’s utilitarianism. Is the doctrine a form of hedonism? Why or why not?

2)   What is the purpose of the state? Please refer to Hegel AND Marx in your answer.

3)   To what degree might the economic base determine cultural values? Please refer to Marx AND Gramsci in your answer.

4)   ‘Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses, however, this distinct feature: it has simplified class antagonisms. Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing each other -- bourgeoisie and proletariat’ (From the Communist Manifesto). Discuss with reference to Hegel AND Marx.

5)   In what way or ways is Rawls’s Difference Principle egalitarian? How does this principle relate to Rawls’s criticisms of utilitarianism?

6)   ‘There is no a place for discourse analysis within political theory’.  Discuss in relation to Rawls AND Foucault.
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