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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES AND INVIGILATORS

Carefully read the questions below.  Please choose TWO questions from the list and prepare an analytic response.  You should gauge your time by spending one hour per question.

1. What, according to Kant, is the task for mankind in the process of Enlightenment?  In what way or ways would Foucault agree; and in what way or ways would Foucault differ?

2. ‘Hegel argues that the history of civilizations is the history of Reason and rationality permeating mankind.’  Discuss this quote in relation to the work of The Dialectic of Enlightenment (Horkheimer and Adorno) OR Eclipse of Reason (Horkheimer).

3. In what way or ways did Horkheimer and/or Adorno’s restaging of Reason make this concept political?

4. Marx once famously wrote, ‘Hitherto, philosophers have merely interpreted the world; the point is: to change it.’  In what ways does Foucault’s work address this challenge?

5. What are the substantial differences in the approaches of the Frankfurt School and ‘discourse analysis’?  In your answer, please cite AT LEAST TWO authors from each school.

6. How does Adorno’s Negative Dialectics challenge the representative nature of identity thinking?

7. To what extent might the rhizome help us gain a better understanding of how discursive thinking works?

8. ‘Civilization requires a permanent subjugation of instinctual drives, the methodical regulation of libido, and rigid restriction and renunciation of the pleasure principle in favour of the reality principle’. Discuss with reference to Freud and Marcuse.
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