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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sponsorship and Partial Fee Exemption Scheme 2025-2026 – Proposed Research Plan
This plan should be completed if you are in the early stages of organising your PhD and have yet to complete the Research Plan Approval Form.  This plan should be attached to the fully completed Sponsorship and Partial Fee Exemption 2026-2027 application form and submitted to your local Faculty/Directorate panel.
This form should be completed and signed by the Applicant and proposed First Supervisor
	1.  Applicant Details

	Name:
	
	Faculty/Directorate:

	Student ID (if applicable):
	
	

	University email address:
	
	School/Department:


	[bookmark: _Hlk203662971][bookmark: _Hlk203667846]2.  Programme of Study

	Title:
	
	Award Sought:

	Mode of Study:
	
	 Residency Status (if already assessed by Admissions):
 

	3.  Proposed Supervisors

	 First Supervisor:
	

	 Second Supervisor:
 

	 Third Supervisor:

	[bookmark: _Hlk203664367]4.  Request Details

	 Is this an internal transfer request?  (i.e. are you changing your programme to a programme in a different faculty?
 
 Yes                                        No 
 

	 Name of previous programme and start date (if applicable):

	5.  Collaboration

	 Are there formal collaborating organisation(s) engaging with the proposed programme of research? 

 Yes                                        No 
 



	 6.  Programme of Research

	 What is the working title of the research project?



  


	  Which Research Excellence Framework Unit of Assessment (UoA) aligns with the research project?
  (Please refer to the online HESA Unit of Assessment guidance)




	  Please select the UoA that your proposed First Supervisor has been allocated to for the last Research Excellence      Framework (REF). If your proposed First Supervisor was not allocated a UoA, please select the UoA which is closest in academic content to your subject of study.

· Please choose:
· Architecture, Built Environment and Planning 
· Geography and Environmental Studies 
· Archaeology
· Law 
· Social Work and Social Policy
· Sociology 
· Anthropology and Development Studies 
· Education 
· Modern Languages and Linguistics 
· English Language and Literature 
· History 
· Classics 
· Theology and Religious Studies 
· Art and Design: History, Practice and Theory 
· Music, Drama, Dance and Performing Arts
· Communication, Cultural and Media Studies, Library and Information Management











	 7.  Research Plan

	 Where the proposed research plan forms part of a group project, this must be clearly stated in the sections below, along with the individual contribution to be made by the applicant.

	What is the main aim(s) of the research? (Maximum 100 words) 





	What are the research questions and their relationship to previous work (Provide up to 5 references)
Maximum 500 words (references not included) 

	What are the proposed approaches and steps to be taken that will further the research project? (Maximum 500 words)


	What facilities and equipment are required to support the proposed research plan?  



	Signatures 

	This form should be reviewed and signed by the applicant and the proposed First Supervisor.  

	As the applicant by signing this firm, I confirm I wish to be considered for the research degree set out in this form by undertaking the proposed plan of research set out in the Programme of Research section.

  Applicant Name:
  Applicant Signature:

 

	As the proposed supervisor, by signing the form, I confirm that I have read, understand, and support the application.  I believe the applicant has the potential to successfully complete the programme of research as the basis for progressing to the final award as stated in this application, and will have access to regular supervision, and will have access to the appropriate facilities to do so. 

I recommend that this applicant be approved for the research degree programme detailed in the application.

First Supervisor Name:

First Supervisor Signature:
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